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REDEEMING LAW WITH LOVE AND GOOD WORKS

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering…and let us consider one another in order to 
stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together…”

HEBREWS 10:23-24

According to Christian tradition, it all began when that first “Christian lawyer,” the Apostle Paul, 
wrote his “word of exhortation” (Hebrews 13:22) to the Hebrew Christians living outside of 

Jerusalem urging them to persevere in their faith in Jesus Christ, despite the persecution and many 
obstacles they were facing.   Since that first century when, in obedience to Jesus’ prophetic command in 
Acts 1:8 to bear “witness of Jesus” from the “Jerusalem” where they worked and lived to the “ends of the 
earth,” Christians have been “assembling together” for love and good works.

So it should come as no surprise that the three English-speaking North American Christian law 
fellowships, the Canadian Christian Legal Fellowship (CLF, founded 1978), the Christian Legal Society 
(CLS, founded in 1962) in the United States, and Advocates Caribbean (AC, founded in 2007), at the 
invitation of Advocates International (AI, founded in 1992), have announced that commencing this Fall 
they will be working together in a regional association called Advocates North America (ANA),  in 
strategic partnership with AI, to promote justice, sanctity of life, rule of law, religious freedom, peace and 
reconciliation and family life.

Advocates North America began taking shape last summer when Ruth Ross (representing CLF), Sam 
Ericsson (representing AI) and I (representing CLS) were all invited to speak to the first annual confer-
ence of Advocates Caribbean in Trinidad & Tobago (T&T) by AC’s President, T&T Judge Alice Soo Hon.  
As the result of the conference, it was decided that CLF, CLS and AC would explore the formation of 
Advocates North America in order to best address many of the common challenges our fellowships face 
and to represent North America on the global council being formed by Advocates International to guide 
its global vision and mission commencing with the GLOBAL CONVOCATION OF CHRISTIAN LAWYERS (the
“CONVOCATION”) in Washington DC, October 6-12, 2008.

In preparation for this historic Convocation, this issue of the CHRISTIAN LAWYER has been prepared 
not only to encourage every CLS member to consider attending the Convocation, but also better see your 
legal practice not just from a global “end of the earth perspective” perspective, but also from an eternal 
one.   

C.S. Lewis said his trust in and love for Jesus Christ was not simply because one thing or another 
seemed to prove his faith to be credible. Rather, after examining all he knew about life, reason, imagina-
tion, experience and practice (personal and social), Lewis concluded “I believe in Christianity as I believe 
the sun has risen, not only because I see it but because by it I see everything else.”

Likewise, as you read this CHRISTIAN LAWYER, we trust that you will be impressed with the many 
“justice reports,” showing the ways and means Jesus is truly the unifying and motivating factor in the 
Christian law movement worldwide.  We also hope you will be equally impressed that no matter where 
the Christian lawyer is practicing on God’s green earth and what challenges are being presented, we are 
all seeking to be concerned with the “weightier matters of the law” that so concerned Jesus: doing justice, 
loving mercy and walking humbly with God.  

Finally, as I write my last column and conclude my service at CLS as your “executive servant,” I pray 
that every CLS member will be inspired to see how, with God’s grace, we may never cease gathering 
together to use our gifts, legal training, experience and resources for the love and good works Jesus seeks 
to accomplish through the legal profession, not just down the street, but around the world. 

Samuel B. Casey
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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AI'S NETWORK INFORMALLY LINKS 30,000 LAWYERS AND JUDGES IN OVER
120 NATIONS, AND THE L-O-R-D PROVIDES AN OUTLINE FOR AI'S MISSION.

AI’s mission took a significant turn in 
August 1999 when I discovered I had mas-
sive bladder cancer. The cancer triggered 
waves of prayer support. Lawyers are not a 
high priority on anybody’s prayer list, but 
friends of AI around the globe realized the 
need for prayer. Likewise, as I was dealing 
with cancer, AI lawyers around the world 
took the initiative to meet locally, organize 
nationally, cooperate regionally and link 
globally. It was no longer up to me!

AI took another turn in a few years 
later. In July 2003, while walking down 
some steps at home, I fell and broke seven 
ribs and punctured my right lung. The 
x-rays also showed that the bladder cancer 
had spread to my right lung. Amazingly, 
we would have never discovered the lung 
cancer if I had not fallen. The fall also 
inspired AI to produce the When Things 
Go Wrong card with the five Bible verses 
that I often use in counseling. There are 
now over 600,000 cards in 24 languages, 
including Arabic, Chinese, Hebrew, Hindi, 
Mongolian, and Russian. Lawyers around 
the globe distribute these cards to other 
lawyers, clients, pastors and prisoners. The 
Kenyan Christian Lawyer Fellowship dis-
tributes hundreds of cards within the pris-
ons where KCLF members provide legal 
aid. 

Cancer was not part of my plans in 
1999, and the fall was not in our program 
for 2003. However, they were part of 
God’s plan to help a small staff disciple “to 
the ends of the earth.” I can do everything 
through him who gives me strength. (Phil
4:13)

Sam Ericsson is the president of Advocates 
International, which he launched in the 
early 1990s to create a global network 
of lawyers committed to religious liberty, 

human rights, conflict resolution and ethics.

O = Organize nationally.
“. . . you will be my witnesses…in all Judea.” 

Jesus’ strategy moves from the city to the countryside. I have learned this lesson 
through my visits to South Korea. I have been there ten times and each time encour-
aged the Koreans to meet locally and organize nationally. Several small Christian 
lawyer groups have been meeting there for fellowship, prayer and evangelism, but the 
groups were only concentrating on the “local” fellowship. They were not focused on 
the great legal issues facing the Church throughout Asia. 

In 2001, I attended a prayer breakfast with 70 Korean judges and lawyers at the 
Supreme Court in Seoul. I did not understand the Korean speaker at the time, so I sat 
and read Ephesians 5 and watched the verses leap off the page, “Be very careful, then, 
how you live – not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the 
days are evil.” Afterward, I shared that the issues facing Asia were not the responsibility 
of a Swedish immigrant living in Virginia. I challenged the Koreans to make the most 
of every opportunity, because the days are evil. I encouraged them to organize Advocates 
Korea and asked them to consider hosting Advocates Asia for the first Asian confer-
ence of Christian lawyers in Seoul later that year. The Koreans accepted the chal-
lenge. 

After the prayer breakfast, a former chief prosecutor provided his car and driver 
so I could visit an 81-year-old lawyer dying of Parkinson’s in a Seoul hospital. I sat 
down in the backseat of the luxury car and the driver asked permission to listen to 
the English Bible on CD. He pushed the play button and the reader began, “Be very 
careful, then, how you live – not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil.” The probability that the reader would start with the same 
verse I had quoted 30 minutes earlier is astounding! There are 31,173 verses in the 
Bible. It once again proved that the Author of His-Story was at work, again!!

Advocates Korea became a reality and hosted the first Asia conference that year. 
Advocates Asia now links 30 nations, including lawyers from Malaysia, Singapore, and 
other Asian nations, encouraging lawyers throughout Asia “for such a time as this!” No 
national group has had a greater impact on a region than Advocates Korea in Asia.

R = Regional networks.
“. . . you will be my witnesses … in all … Samaria.” 

Jesus’ strategy challenges us to focus on cross-cultural matters. Peruvian Law 
Professor Nina Balmeceda returned to Lima after the AI Global Convocation in 2000 
and organized CLS of Peru. She also helped Advocates Latin America hold its first 
regional conference in 2001. One year later, two Uruguayan lawyers returned home 
from the Costa Rica regional conference and organized the Christian Legal Institute 
of Uruguay (CLIU). In 2004, CLIU, Nina and groups in 15 Latin nations worked 
to derail efforts by international abortion groups to make Uruguay the first Latin 
American nation to adopt an abortion on demand law. 

D = Disciple globally.
“. . . you will be my witnesses … to the ends of the earth.” 

How do one-lawyer and three secretaries in Virginia impact the globe for Christ? 
It is impossible from a human standpoint. Thankfully, Jesus promised that the Holy 
Spirit would empower us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth.
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between the three persons of the Holy 
Trinity. They have been submitting them-
selves to each other in love forever. As we 
enter the conversation through contem-
plative prayer, the Holy Trinity, without 
ceasing ongoing conversation or activity, 
turns to us.

I am no expert on this subject, just a 
Christian brother, a fellow traveler, for 
whom contemplative prayer is still rather 
new. I clearly see the murkiness and 
duplicity of my own soul, and still desire 
to resolve my condition through enter-
ing into the divine conversation. When 
I am most aware of my weakness, I can 
only breathe the ancient prayer, “Lord 
Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.” Incrementally, old things 
are changing; my inner person is being 
renewed. I’m being changed as I have these 
conversations over and over. 

Additionally, at this point in my life, my 
prayers no longer focus solely on God fix-
ing me. Rather, I long to join Him in His 
redemptive work in the world. I ask Him 
to teach me to pray for the powerless, the 
broken, and the persecuted. I am no longer 
content with just fixing myself.

Passive and Active
Contemplative prayer, as I see it, can be 

either passive or active. In the active mode, 
we journal, possibly use a prayer list, read 
a particular book, and concentrate as we 
listen for the Holy Spirit to speak to us.

In a more passive mode, we simply 
allow the Holy Spirit to bring thoughts 
and observations to us. We can sit on a park 
bench, take a walk, or sip coffee. If we are 
waiting for God in any of these circum-
stances, he can impress us as we wait to 
pray for a homeless person who wanders 
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Coffee and Contemplation
by Glandion Carney

ATTORNEY MINISTRIES

My favorite definition of con-
templation is “the act of view-
ing steadfastly and attentively 

(as a piece of art for its own sake).” When 
we leave an art museum, having contem-
plated great art, we see life differently. Art 
affects us. When we contemplate the God 
of the universe, greater than ourselves and 
our lives, we are also changed – touched 
by God’s grace.

Why do we need to contemplate God? 
We either contemplate God or we con-
template other issues, passions, or prob-
lems. We need God’s view of ourselves and 
of the world. The distractions, temptations, 
and pressures of life can keep us from God 
and keep us self-centered. We need to take 
time, sometimes several times a day, to 
focus on God and turn ourselves back in 
God’s direction, to ask for his mercy and 
guidance, and for His view of the world. 

Gazing on God is a choice and con-
templating Him sounds good. However, 
over time we may find that though we 

like the idea of contemplation and know 
our lives are enriched and blessed and 
calmed by it, we don’t look forward to our 
devotional time. Contemplation becomes 
something we want to have done or 
something on a checklist for our day. The 
early Christians (after Constantine) fled 
to the desert to escape the ease of life. It 
was a new foe they named the noonday 
temptation. We call it boredom and it is a 
major hindrance to spirituality today. We 
want to be entertained, amused, distracted 
from the realities of life which are tedious, 
burdensome, and boring. When we face 
our realities, however, and bring God into 
the mundane, we experience His blessing, 
and His help in living truly Christian lives. 
(Christian Celtic prayers excel at including 
God in the routines.)

Coffee with God
Imagine two or three days a week sit-

ting down with coffee and joining a con-
versation that has been going on forever 
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into the shop and be thankful for our own 
blessings; to feel the breeze or sun on our 
face and acknowledge the creator who 
is responsible; etc. We need those passive 
times. But we also need to schedule in the 
active, intentional times.

A friend whose parents were missionar-
ies was sharing about life as a missionary 
family and that at one point there was 
hardly enough food and water and her 
father had to dig six wells on their station. 
However, long after they had returned to 
the U.S., he would occasionally comment, 
wistfully, about how, in Africa, the end of 
the day was really the end of the day. There 
were no electric lights, radio or television. 
The day was over and it was quiet. He 
missed the quiet and lack of distraction at 
the end of the day. 

The days I do not choose properly are 

my most difficult days. Sometimes I choose 
to contemplate God morning, noon and 
night, to regroup in His divine presence. 
I can have a great devotional hour in the 
morning, then drift. Then I need to reori-
ent at noon. In general, though, I try to 
maintain a regular rhythm of conversations 
with God. 

However, the love for both the begin-
ning and end of the day, the times to be 
with God, is a result of contemplation. 
The discipline of intentionally accepting 
from Him a new day and committing it 
to Him; of accepting the end of work and 
activity at day’s end, and commending it 
to God; of consciously yielding ourselves 
to his care as we sleep; may, at times, seem 
tedious and boring. But as we make the 
commitment to gaze on him, morning, 
noon and night, trusting that as we are 

IMAGINE TWO OR THREE DAYS A WEEK SITTING DOWN WITH COFFEE
AND JOINING A CONVERSATION THAT HAS BEEN GOING ON FOREVER BETWEEN

THE THREE PERSONS OF THE HOLY TRINITY.

faithful, we will grow in our relationship 
with the Holy Trinity, we may come to 
delight in our conversations with Him as 
we discover that there is nothing or no one 
better to look at and think about. And we 
will begin to see ourselves being changed 
into the likeness of Christ.

Glandio Carney has served CLS
as its senior chaplain since 2000. 
Glandion is ordained in the 
Christian Reformed Church, a board 
team member for Renovare, author 
of 8 books, a faculty member for the 
Academy for Spiritual Formation of 

the Upper Room, a United Methodist ministry, con-
sultant to the Salvation Army in the area of spiritual 
care, and a sought after retreat leader and speaker 
on the subjects of spiritual formation and prayer.  
Glandion and his wife Marion are the parents of 
adult children and eight grandchildren.



Law as a Calling
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Standing next to the lake used for 
baptisms, a pastor was praying over 
a group of new believers when gov-

ernment officials descended on the con-
gregation that cloudy Sunday afternoon. 
The pastor’s wife, two children, and the 
people gathered there looked on as he was 
beaten and taken away by the authorities.

This is not fiction. It is the reality for 
Christians in my home country, China. 
As a member of an underground church, 
I have personally witnessed—through the 
persecution my church endured—the rule 
of law being ignored and fundamental lib-
erties being disregarded.
These instances of persecution have helped 
to form the focus of my legal career – to 
protect human dignity. Moreover, four 
years of legal education in China has 
deepened my insight into the areas of the 
Chinese judicial system where reform is 
necessary. I chose to pursue a legal educa-
tion outside of China, in a country with a 
well-established judicial system, in order to 
further enhance my understanding of the 
reform needed in China. 

My faith and my profession specifically 
led me to Regent Law School, an institu-
tion comprised of professors and students 
who share the same perspective that I do 
- “ law is more than a profession, it is a 
calling” 

During my two years in the United 
States, I have learned more than I could 
have imagined. At Regent, I have had 
the opportunity to closely interact with 

professors, whose experiences and insights 
not only teach me about the law but also 
how to think like a lawyer. In addition, 
through class devotionals and class discus-
sions, I have learned how to integrate my 
faith into my profession. Furthermore, by 
attending a variety of symposiums and 
seminars, I have learned to examine vari-
ous issues through the lenses of law, his-
tory, economics, and sociology. Internships 
and work experience with the American 
Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) and 
the Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) have 
provided me firsthand experience with the 
United States judicial process, particularly 
issues related to defending human liber-
ties.

This past spring, I was a part of the 
“ACLJ Semester in D.C.,” where I truly 
learned the meaning of freedom. I was 
initially shocked to see people protesting 
in front of the Capitol every day. I asked 
my friend how to get a permit to protest. 
Surprised, he answered: “you just go and 
do it!” I learned the theory of jus natural
in school a long time ago, but this was my 
first time to see the natural rights of man 
in practice. In China, a permit is required 
unless the law says you do not need one. 
In the United States, however, there is a 
“just go and do it” mentality unless a law 
specifically requires a permit. Even as a 
foreigner, I can “just go” to a congressional 
hearing; I can “just go” into the Supreme 
Court to hear oral arguments; and I can 
even “just go” stand on a sidewalk to 

preach, express my views, or even speak 
against the Government.

Unfortunately, I have also witnessed 
the dark side of the freedoms available 
to Americans. Indeed, I have found that 
freedom can result in challenges against 
the tenets of the Christian faith. These 
challenges are actually similar to the chal-
lenges seen in China. Whether it is the 
killing of millions of unborn children, the 
imprisonment and torture of followers of 
Christ, the redefinition of marriage, or the 
“one child” policy, all attacks on religious 
liberty and human dignity originate from 
the same mistake: exchanging the truth for 
a lie.

As Americans and Chinese alike face 
attacks on our liberties, Christians should 
unite in both legal strategy and prayer. The 
body of Christ is expressed in community 
and this community of like-minded believ-
ers can be a source of encouragement and 
support as we battle for truth to reign in 
our cultures. For me, the knowledge that 
there are Christians on the other side of 
the Pacific Ocean practicing law with the 
same goals as myself will be a blessing for 
years to come.

“Eva" is a Chinese citizen who is a ris-
ing 3L at Regent Law School in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia.  She is currently serves 
as a law clerk with the American Center 

for Law and Justice and as a consultant for Regent's 
International Law Journal. Eva is also a Blackstone 
Fellow, an alumna of the Alliance Defense Fund's 
elite legal internship and education program.

LAW STUDENT
MINISTRIES

34

AS AMERICANS AND CHINESE ALIKE FACE ATTACKS ON OUR LIBERTIES,
CHRISTIANS SHOULD UNITE IN BOTH LEGAL STRATEGY AND PRAYER.THE BODY OF

CHRIST IS EXPRESSED IN COMMUNITY…

Reflections from a Christian Law Student from China
By "Eva"
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in exchange for dropping the charges. He did 
not realize that the situation was no longer 
in his control. Debra is still in prison and will 
remain there until judgment. A criminal trial in 
Kenya is considered speedy if it concludes in six 
months, and a case like Debra’s is likely to take 
over a year.

Thankfully, her case has been picked up by 
Victor Kamau, a human rights lawyer based in 
Nairobi. He applied for judicial review seeking 
orders to prevent the prosecution from continuing 
the case or detaining her. We eagerly await the 
outcome.

Another case involved three brothers: 

The boys’ mother died in 1998 and father had 
been neglectful, despite earning a good salary. 
He repeatedly defaulted on their school fees, 
which resulted in the school refusing to release 
their exam results. On a rare occasion, he would 
give them money, but it would be so little, they 
found themselves having to choose between 
essentials. It is a testament to the brothers’ integ-
rity that out of the little money they were given, 
they would save a small amount each month to 
take to school to gradually pay off the outstand-
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CLEAR DOES NOT TURN ANYONE AWAY.THE STAFF WORKS TIRELESSLY TO
ASSIST THE POOREST PEOPLE IN KENYA IN SEEKING JUSTICE. FOR THEIR EFFORTS,

EMPLOYEES ARE REWARDED WITH THE SMILING FACES OF THE CHILDREN OF
FORMER CLIENTS, NOW WELL FED AND HEALTHY…

ing bill. The court eventually ordered their father 
to pay maintenance, the remaining school bills, 
and their continuing education. 

Busy Days
These are examples of the many cases 

that are being handled by CLEAR. There 
are other cases of police violence, abuse in 
prison, and literally thousands of people 
with the prospect of trial without repre-
sentation. CLEAR routinely has lines of 
clients filling their reception area and spill-
ing out into the corridor seeking assist-
ance with filing for maintenance orders in 
Children’s Court. 

CLEAR does not turn anyone away. 
The staff works tirelessly to assist the poor-
est people in Kenya in seeking justice. For 
their efforts, employees are rewarded with 
the smiling faces of the children of former 
clients, now well fed and healthy having 
been awarded maintenance, or by being 
stopped in the street by someone with 
a big smile on his face asking “Do you 
remember me? You helped me when I was 
in Shimo la Tewa (prison). I was acquit-
ted.” 

For updates and news on Debra’s and 
other cases and the social enterprise project 
you can visit the website: www.clearinter-
national.org

CLEAR has since been expanded into Uganda 
and founded a UK support base within the 
Lawyers Christian Fellowship in the UK, 
although as a human rights charity serving all 
faiths and none, donor sources are broad. This 
article is written by a recently returned intern – 
Amy Woods – who spent a year with the project 
between BVC & school.

Amy currently serves as a County 
Court Advocate in London and is 
looking foward to returning to Kenya 
to serve with the Legal Christian 
Fellowship again on a short term mis-
sions trip this summer.

Helping Families
CLEAR also assists mothers who seek 

to be reunited with their children and/
or also obtain maintenance (child sup-
port) from the father. A father involved 
in a maintenance case frequently acts on 
the mistaken belief that his ex-wife can-
not “make trouble” for him if the children 
are in his custody. These cases present 
a number of challenges, including the 
reluctance of the Children’s Department 
to use the powers they were given by the 
Children’s Act 2001 to intervene. Some 
fathers will go to great lengths to avoid 
their responsibilities, like this story:

Debra first came to CLEAR for assistance in 
claiming maintenance from her child’s father. We 
filed an application in the Children’s Court, 
but the father, Alex, succeeded in preventing the 
case from proceeding by securing Debra’s arrest. 
Instead, she was in court fighting a charge of 
“robbery with violence.” In Kenya, the charge 
carries a mandatory death sentence, and bail is 
not available.

In the days following her arrest, Alex visited 
Debra’s mother and harassed her for money 
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J. Craig Shultz
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Tom Rodda
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Robert Palmer
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CLS Mobile Chapter
William Watts
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Please contact the CLS chapter in your area for meeting schedules and events.

Notice of CLS Annual Meeting
Notice is hereby duly given that the annual meeting of the 
members of Christian Legal Society shall be held in theYorktown/
Valley Forge Room(s) of the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill 
in Washington, DC on Thursday, October 9, 2008 from 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. All members of the Society are cordially invited to 
attend for the purpose of meeting the Board of Directors, casting 
their ballots for the nominated directors, and receiving the report 
on the state of the Society.
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