
And the things you have heard me say in 
the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable 

men who will also be qualified to teach others.
2 Timothy 2:2 (NIV)
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Advocates International is mobilizing advocates worldwide for the 
following seven task forces:

•	 Rule	of	Law	Global	Task	Forceworks to secure judicial independence and prevent government corruption.

•	 Justice	for	the	Poor	Global	Task	Forceworks to ensure equal access to justice for the poor and oppressed.

•	 Peace	and	Reconciliation	Global	Task	Forceworks to foster forgiveness and restoration within 
individuals, families, communities, and nations. 

•	 Prayer	Global	Task	Forceworks with pre-existing prayer networks to intercede on behalf of each 
Global Task Force all over the world.

•	 Family	and	Community	Global	Task	Forceworks to preserve the Biblical foundations necessary for 
effective marriages and communities.

•	 Religious	Freedom	Global	Task	Forceworks to establish religious freedom for all, particularly the 
most persecuted.

•	 Sanctity	of	Life	Global	Task	Forceworks to defend the dignity of human life from conception to 
natural death.

Please visit our website to find out how you can join or support a task force and make a difference.

I N T E R N AT I O N A L
Doing Justice with Compassion

w w w. a d v o c a t e s i n t e r n a t i o n a l . o r g
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The Value of a Good QuesTion

By Craig Shultz

When I was in college I raced motorcycles. One of my good friends and I rode as much 
as we could, mostly racing at local dirt tracks or just riding on the trails to have fun. 

We loved the excitement. I still get a rush from the aroma of the gas and oil mixture filtering 
through a two-cycle engine as I hear the crack of the throttle bringing a good bike to life. 
Excuse me while I lapse into a momentary dream sequence … OK, I’m back.

Ron wasn’t a Christian. And while I don’t remember all of what we talked about during our 
time together, I know I must have talked to him about God. I doubt I’d really said that much. 
But one day, for reasons I simply don’t know, Ron got upset, told me he didn’t believe in God, 
and asked me to just stop talking about him. I said OK.

Several months later we were getting ready for a big motocross race, the start of which 
almost always challenged an elementary law of physics that suggests 25 racers won’t fit into a 
corner wide enough for only three bikes. Anyway, out of the blue, Ron asked me if I prayed 
before a race. I said yes. He asked if I prayed to win. I told him no, that I prayed to ride smart, 
to not hurt anybody else or myself, and to do the best I could. He then informed me that he 
prayed to win.

 “Really?” I responded. “That’s interesting. Who do you pray to?”
He didn’t know what to say, and frankly, I was pretty pleased with my comeback.
Ron moved to another state and I went on to law school. But a number of years later, I was 

out riding one afternoon and there he was, back in Wichita and on his bike. As I got closer, we 
recognized each other and both stopped. As we got took off our helmets to talk, the very first 
thing he said was “I’ve become a Christian.” 

That was exciting! I occasionally wonder if that’s when I first began to appreciate the value 
of a good question. 

Now, I don’t claim any credit for God bringing Ron into a relationship with himself but 
I like to think there may have been something about the question I asked that made him 
think about the inconsistency of his position. Maybe it planted a seed, as Paul describes in I 
Corinthians 3:6: “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.”

How often do we think about the power our questions and advice have to help redirect a 
client’s thinking? To challenge their approach to life or speak the truth in love? To build up each 
other? Or to be used to help bring out truth in a trial? But we also know we can just as easily 
do damage with our questions — our “cross-examination,” if you will. Simply with our words, 
we can discourage rather than encourage, do harm rather than good, or even hurt friends and 
family. So for us who make our living with words, Paul’s instruction in Colossians 4:6 is critical: 
“Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how 
you should respond to each person.”

Thanks for joining with thousands of other lawyers and legal professionals who, through the 
ministry of CLS, seek to encourage each other to use words wisely and to integrate their faith 
with the practice of law. And believing this magazine will help do just that, can I challenge you 
with one more good question? Will you pass this on to a friend and ask him or her to join you 
and us for this purpose?

CLS President Craig Shultz, a graduate of Washburn University School of Law, is involved with Christian 
Legal Aid of Wichita. He practices primarily in the areas of personal injury and professional negligence.
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CLS board member John Mauck, of Chicago, has 

hosted a weekly bible study on discipleship for 30 years. 

Although the numbers fluctuate, about 30 people attend, 

including eight lawyers. Mauck estimates the total 

“membership” is close to 60. Below is an e-mail he 

recently received from a participant.

Dear Mr. Mauck,

I am a law student from China. Thank you for your 

host [sic.] It’s very nice to meet you at my first 

bible study. Although I don’t have religion right 

now, I do respect your religion and I’m trying to 

learn something about God. If I like it, I’d like to 

know the Son of God.

Keep in touch.

Best,
Name withheld

Dear CLS,

My wife and I attended the annual 2008 CLS 
National Conference that was held in conjunc-
tion with the global convocation of Advocates 
International. It was awe-inspiring to meet with 
over 1,000 attorneys and law students from more 
than 106 countries.

For us, the most moving presentations involved 
being a Christian lawyer in nations that are 
predominantly Muslim, Hindu or Buddhist. In 
Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka, some people who 
profess Christianity are murdered by extrem-
ists. Other challenges are not issuing passports to 
Christians, closing or burning churches, police 
inaction in response to anti-Christian crimes and 
anti-conversion laws. The real threats make the 
“risks” we run in witnessing Jesus Christ in New 
England appear laughable.

In Christ’s name,Thomas F. HartchGreenwich, Connecticut

The Christian Lawyer welcomes letters, comments and suggestions from our readers. We'd like to 
hear how God is moving in your life, law practice, CLS chapter or law school. Letters may be edited 
to suit the format of the magazine. Mail to: Editor, Christian Legal Society, 8001 Braddock Road, 
Suite 300, Springfield, VA 22151 or e-mail your submissions to memmin@clsnet.org.
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All Christians are called to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 
We are to model Christ-like character and by word
and example, encourage others to surrender to Him 

(Galatians 2:20). But our calling does not end there. We are 
to care for other Christians by modeling and teaching them 
the precepts of the Bible — mainly prayer, doctrine, Christian 
living and worship. This is discipleship.

Jesus’ ministry on earth exemplified the importance of 
discipleship. Rather than spending all of his time preaching to 
the masses, Jesus focused his teaching on 12 prayerfully chosen 
men who he purposed would carry out his ministry after he 
ascended to heaven. With the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
church has expanded throughout the world. Paul explained 
the idea of spiritual multiplication in 2 Timothy 2:2: “And the 
things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach 
others.” If one person disciples three others, and those three 
each disciple three more, you have the potential to end up with 
12 developed and mature Christians. Discipleship is a strategic 
ministry that results in exponential growth.

The Fully Discipled Lawyer
                                       By John W. Mauck and Amy J. Parrish

3

Continued on Page 4

‘God wants
to use the
Law and LeGaL
profession to
impact the
worLd for
messiah.’



4

Why should CLS concern itself with 
discipleship?

We should encourage CLS attorneys to be active participants in their 
churches and other ministries and be discipled accordingly. However, CLS 
can supply what is missing so that our members can reach their potential as 
Christian lawyers. The Lord has entrusted several thousand lawyers to CLS 
as members and multiple thousands more as potential new believers and 
disciples. CLS needs to encourage its members where they work and live 
to complete the great work of discipleship, which has characterized CLS’ 
annual conferences.

Spiritually and professionally mature Christian CLS attorneys are aware 
of the many challenges that face law students, new attorneys and new 
Christians. It can be lonely in the “University of Babylon” or a new firm 
or city. Who better to introduce or remind disciples of God’s truths than 
someone who has been there? Christian attorneys, by our nature, tend to 
be spiritual leaders. Discipleship is an important way that we can serve one 
another in love (Galatians 5:13).

Objectives 
for a fully 
discipled 
attorney

The following are suggestions of six characteristics a fully discipled Christian 
attorney should possess.

•  Spiritually mature — A discipled attorney is active in a church. 
She lives a life worthy of respect (I Timothy 3:8-11) and exhibits the 
fruits of the Spirit. She is persistent in prayer for herself, her legal practice, 
her disciples, clients, colleagues, opponents and judges. She knows how 
to give her personal testimony, including how God has used her in legal 
practice to build the kingdom. She knows how to lead a seeker to a saving 
knowledge of God through Jesus. 

•  BiBlically literate — 
A discipled attorney understands 
and can articulate reasons for 
signing the CLS statement of 
faith. He is one who knows how 
to read, study, memorize and 
meditate upon the Word of God, 
to hide its truths in his heart. 
He is actively growing in the 
knowledge of the Word through 
Bible study participation or other 
means.

If your chapter would like 
to start a discipleship 
program, please contact 
CLS Attorney Ministries 
for more information 
at 703-642-1070, 
extension 3206 or e-mail 
memmin@clsnet.org.

case Study:

The Northern Illinois Chapter of 
CLS began a discipleship program 

in the fall of 2008, with much success. 
Here is what people are saying about the 
program:

“Discipleship over the past few months 
has been such a blessing in the constant 
encouragement I have received to make 
the best use of the time I have in law 
school. Noel, my discipler, challenges 
and reminds me to bless others with 
my gifts and resources because God has 
first blessed me with all that I have. The 
regular discipleship time helps equip me 
to bring my love for Jesus into my study 
of the law and to all those around me in 
law school who desperately need Jesus.” 
– Zachary Lynn, DePaul University 
College of Law, Chicago

“I want to say thank you for encouraging 
me in the area of Christian discipleship 
and connecting me with my disciplee, 
Peace. She is a delightful young woman 
and we are really enjoying getting to 
know each other and digging into God’s 
Word together. We are using the Blackaby 
Experiencing God workbook and meeting 
once a week. It has been a wonderful 
experience, and one I think I honestly 
would not have pursued without some 
pushing.” – Sally Wagenmaker, Mosher & 
Associates, Chicago

Illinois

the christian lawyer  |  sUMMer 2009

Continued from Page 3
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•  politically literate — A discipled attorney 
acknowledges that all political power has been instituted by God 
(Romans 13:1), and works for redemption in the political realm. 
She understands and intelligently explains the impact of various 
laws on the poor, the free exercise of religion, free speech and 
minorities.

•  Socially involved — A discipled attorney serves God 
through significant pro bono, church or social service work. He 
is publicly identified as a believer at work and among friends 
(Matthew 10:32).

•  legally equipped — A discipled attorney can 
intelligently discuss the role of Biblical law, natural law, 
Constitutional law, and positive law in relation to a just society 
and helping people realize their need for the Savior (Romans 
7:7). She understands the legal aspects of the major political/

religious issues of our times, such as racial equality 
and gay marriage, and can explain those aspects to 
non-lawyers in a respectful spirit.

• viSionary — A discipled attorney should know 
or be actively seeking to know how God wants to 
use her personally to build His kingdom through her 
practice of law and how God wants to use the law 
and legal profession to impact the world for Messiah. 
She understands and welcomes the challenge to 
become mature and equipped in Jesus, which 
includes the personal responsibility to disciple others, 
including other attorneys.

John W. Mauck and Amy J. Parrish practice 
with the Chicago law firm of Mauck & Baker, 
LLC (www.mauckbaker.com), which focuses 
on religious, land use, nonprofit and church 
law. He has been practicing law since 1972. 
Discipleship is an integral part of his life — he 

has mentored more than 25 people, helping them become 
followers of Jesus. 

Amy Parrish is a 2005 graduate of Valparaiso 
University School of Law, in Valparaiso, Ind., 
and is a board member of the Northern Illinois 
Chapter of the Christian Legal Society.

law is more than a profession.
it’s a calling. 

Imagine Studying 
Classic Legal Thought 
Under the Man Who 
Wrote the Book
At Regent University School of Law, you’ll study under 
experts who don’t just teach the law but are actively 
shaping the way it’s taught throughout the country. 
Jeffrey Brauch, author of A Higher Law: Readings 
on the Influence of Christian Thought on Anglo-
American Law, former U.S. Attorney General John 
Ashcroft and ACLJ Chief Counsel Jay Sekulow are 
just a few examples. Contact us today to learn more 
about our national award-winning students, generous 
financial aid packages and the program ranked in the 
top ten for quality of life by The Princeton Review.

Visit: www.regent.edu/law  |  Call: 877.267.5072

The School of Law is accredited by the American Bar Association (ABA).Regent University is 
certified by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia to operate campuses within the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. Regent University admits students without discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, disability, gender, religion, or national or ethnic origin. LAW096427

Jeffrey A. Brauch, J.D.
Dean, Regent University School of Law
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When my wife, Gail, and I were invited to participate in 
the CLS conference in beautiful San Diego in October, 
I prayed about it — for 10 seconds — and said yes. After 

all, what better place to spend some days with smart people and enjoy 
magnificent weather? One always hears the call of God to San Diego.

Having committed myself, I pondered this question: 
What do I, a pastor, have in common with lawyers? 

First, I thought of those infuriating jokes people tell on us. “Did you 
hear the one about the preacher, the priest and the rabbi who were 
out in a boat?” Or, “How many lawyers does it take to change a light 
bulb?” Doesn’t anyone realize we’ve heard these jokes 100 times? 

Lawyers and pastors have something else in common besides 
bad jokes. Our professions partake of a very noble idea expressed 
in an ancient Greek word: paraclete, meaning “one who 
comes alongside.” I call a paraclete the special companion. 

Alongside
By Gordon MacDonald

‘How few people 
most of us have in 
our lives who carry 
the role of special 
companion — one 
whom we trust.’
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Continued on Page 8

St. John used the word paraclete to 
identify the Holy Spirit, the third member 
of the Trinity. This paraclete was the special 
companion Jesus promised to send when he 
left his disciples to return to heaven. Of this 
paraclete, Jesus said, “He will live with you 
and be in you.” 

But what does this paraclete do? 
In answering that question, I learn 
not only something of the tasks of the 
Holy Spirit, but I also gain insight into 
the efforts of pastors and lawyers. 

For example, a paraclete is a comforter. 
A comforter is skilled and gifted to 
walk alongside of one who is under 

The notion of a special companion is 
found in T.S. Eliot’s “The Waste Land”:

Who is the third who 
walks always beside you?  

When I count, there are 
only you and I together  

But when I look ahead 
up the white road  

There is always another 
one walking beside you

I hear the spirit of the paraclete, the 
special companion, in that last line, and 
the idea fascinates me. Simply stated, the 
paraclete is one who enters topsy-turvy 
situations and helps make things OK. 

A mother tells her child to put 
his bicycle in the garage. But it’s 
nighttime, pitch black outside, and he 
resists doing so alone. “It’s too scary,” 
he says, “to do it without a father.” 
The child seeks a paraclete to brave 
the darkness with him. In this case, he 
wants a father. In many other cases, 
people want a lawyer or a pastor. 

great stress or in fear or confusion. We’re 
all familiar with that moment in TV 
dramas in which the accused realizes 
he is in trouble and says, “I want to call 
my lawyer.” I smell paraclete here. 

“Me? A comforter?” some might 
ask. Apparently it’s a responsibility that 
comes with our jobs. We may not offer 
comfort with mother-like hugs, but 
we bring it with our calm demeanor 
and our rock-solid character. 

Then again, paraclete describes a 
special companion who is a teacher or 
explainer. In this sense, the paraclete sheds 
light on unknown or confusing things. I 
recall the day our lawyer sat with us as we 
passed papers on our condo. “I’m going 
to make sure that you understand the 
meaning of every document you sign,” he 
said. And to the irritation of those across 
the table, he controlled the pace of the 
process, unwilling to move on to the next 
step until we were thoroughly at ease 
with the commitments we were making. 

His was a job I’ve often done in my 
pastoral world when there is a need to 
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corporate contributors chuckled when they read that line.
Having to tell Jack how little regard Alabama’s highest court 

has for life or due process made me want to quit the practice 
of law – or at least move to another state. But Jack, in an 
incredible display of his own character, comforted me rather 
than seeking my comfort. He calmly accepted the injustice that 
had been meted out to him, and smiled agreeably as I discussed 
plans to take his case to the U.S. Supreme Court. When I 
finished, Jack took my hand and said, “Bob, I love you.” He 
then told me to convey his love to my law partner, Greg Cade, 
and to everyone at my law firm. Then he said, “In the end, all 
we really have is love.”

I knew then that Jack expected to die, and it started me 
thinking about my own life. It started me thinking about a 
promise I needed to make to Jack, a promise I needed to make 
to all of the Jack Clines in Alabama, a promise I needed to 
make to God. So here it is, Jack:

effectively eliminated that entire two-year period for Jack and 
for other victims of exposure to hazardous substances. The 
court accomplished this bit of pro-corporation magic by ruling 
that the two-year limitations period begins running when the 
victim is last exposed to the hazardous substance, but that the 
victim cannot bring a lawsuit until the cancer or other dread 
disease has manifested itself, which usually occurs much more 
than two years after exposure.

Having thwarted the will of the legislature, the court 
then blamed the legislature, opining that only that institution 
could fix this problem – a problem the court itself created. 
Such reasoning is truly diabolical! Then, in sweeping aside 
the argument that this court-created rule denied Jack Cline 
due process of law under both the Alabama and United 
States constitutions, one justice, Harold See, wrote that the 
constitutional right to due process of law is nothing more 
than a mere “competing policy” concern. I am sure that his 

i promiSe that I will take your case to the U.S. Supreme Court and ask that court for the justice you were 

denied in Alabama.

i promiSe that I will pray as the English jurist, William Blackstone, that “Ne’er may my prostituted tongue 

protect the oppressor in his wrong, nor wrest the spirit of the laws to sanctify the villain’s cause!”

i promiSe that I will seek to obey the command of Isaiah 1:17 to “Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. 

Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.”

i promiSe that I will seek to root out injustice in Alabama law and make the state a place where ordinary 

people can expect fairness in the courts.

i promiSe that I will support judicial candidates who believe the Constitution is more than a mere “policy” 

concern and that those who callously take human life should not be protected by perverted legal reasoning.

and i promiSe that I will not forget that “in the end, all we really have is love.” It is for the love of you, Jack, 

that I make this promise.

Jack Cline was stricken with leukemia after being 
exposed to benzene at his factory job.

U p dat e
From April 2005 to January 2008, Palmer continued his struggle against the 

all-Republican, pro-business Alabama Supreme Court with a series of appeals, 
one of which resulted in the scheduling of an oral argument in a public venue. 
In a 5-4 vote, the court affirmed the summary judgment without an opinion.

Palmer continued his fight. He generated publicity in state and national 
newspapers, and legal publications, published a flurry of editorials, and 
petitioned state legislators, senators and trial judges. Meanwhile, he filed a case 
in two states on behalf of the widow of another benzene victim. 

In a stunning turn of events, on January 28, 2008, the Alabama Supreme 
Court reversed itself. 

“I knew that what had been accomplished had little to do with me and 
everything to do with God,” Palmer said. 

God had spoken to him as he prepared for the battle ahead: “With men this 
is impossible; but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26)

For more on Robert Palmer’s struggle for justice and legal reform on behalf of toxic tort 
victims in Alabama, visit our Web site at www.clsnet.org/sites/default/files/Palmer_
Seek_Ye_First_the_Kingdom_of_God.pdf

Robert Leslie Palmer is a Birmingham, 
Ala. attorney and a member of the law 
firm, Environmental Litigation Group, 
P.C. He is a member of the Christian 
Legal Society, and the founder and 
president of the Alabama Legal Reform 

Foundation, a nonprofit corporation spearheading the 
effort to reform the statute of limitations in toxic tort 
cases. Contact him at WaveHoya@charter.net.

‘in The
end, all

we really
haVe is
loVe.’

A PROMISE TO KEEP FOR JACK CLINE
Continued from Page 9

19464 Concept Marketing.indd   10 6/26/09   2:00:53 PM



www.christianlawyer.org 11

2008 Federal 
POverty GUIdelInes

 number of People annual Household
in Household Income

1 $10,400
2 $14,000
3 $17,600
4 $21,200
5 $24,800
6 $28,400
7 $32,000 
8 $35,600

Think of the 
number of 
people in your 
household 
and consider 
if your family 
could exist on 
this income. 

The numbers are staggering. In 2007, the family poverty rate and 
the number of families in poverty were 9.8 percent and 7.6 
million, respectively.

Facing just one legal issue (or perceived legal issue) places an 
additional burden on the wage earner — a burden too heavy for some 
to carry alone. 

The news reports are heartbreaking.  Headlines read: Mother 
of 6 brutally slain; Cost of health care rising again; Foreclosures at 
all time high; Thousands jobless as another plant closes; Elderly 
not gone, but forgotten; and Homelessness another hurdle in city 
revitalization. Too often we watch the evening news or read 
an article, lament another tragedy in our community, and 
promptly move on to the next item on our to-do list. Life as 
we know it continues until the moment we are faced with 
the soberness and reality of these situations. 

Continued on Page 12

By Patricia C. Gandy
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Mother	of	6	Brutally	S
lain

An employee of a law enforcement agency refers 

two sisters of a murdered woman to Mission 

First Legal Aid Office for help in becoming 

legal guardians of her six minor children. A 

volunteer attorney with a busy private practice 

stops everything to help this hurting family so 

the aunts may make medical and educational 

decisions for the children. The solution is simple 

— one person helping one family in a time of 

crisis.

Cost	of	Health	Care	Rising	AgainTransported to a local hospital by ambulance, a 72-year-old retired teacher is distraught to learn Medicare will not pay the charges. Her doctor writes Medicare on her behalf and her home health nurse contacts the collection agency hired by the ambulance service. As a last resort, she calls Mission First Legal Aid Office for help appealing the denial of benefits. A volunteer attorney represents her at a hearing wherein the administrative law judge reverses the prior ruling, finding that the ambulance transport was medically necessary and that the Medicare contractor should proceed to process her claim for the services. 

Foreclosures	at	All-Time	HighA terminally ill man rents a home and pays his landlord faithfully each month. One morning he opens the front door to find a notice to vacate. Frantically, he tries unsuccessfully to contact his landlord and finally turns to his hospice social worker for guidance. With her help, he learns that the landlord failed to pay the mortgage and the house is being foreclosed. Overwhelmed with having to find another place to live and at the thought of packing and moving in his weakened state, the man is desperate. His social worker calls Mission First Legal Aid Office. On behalf of the tenant, a volunteer attorney requests the mortgage lender for additional time for the hospice center to help the man find another place to live. The mortgage lender graciously agrees and, because the rent charged previously by the landlord/mortgagee is greater than the mortgage payment, the lender lowers the rent to be paid in the interim. 

Thousands	Jobless	as	Another	
Plant	Closes
The divorced father of two is no longer able to 
meet his full child-support obligation after his 
employer decides to shut the factory where he 
is employed. As the amount of arrears steadily 
increases, he seeks help to modify the court order 
until he can find another job paying as much or 
more than his last one. The volunteer attorney 
contacts the Department of Human Services 
Child Support Enforcement Division to make 
it aware of the circumstances, helps the father 
present his case, and speaks on the father’s behalf 
in court. The court approves the temporary 
downward modification and continues the 
hearing for 60 days at which time the court will 
re-evaluate the father’s employment situation. 

Elderly	Not	Gone,	But	ForgottonLoneliness, isolation, immobility — these prob-lems face many seniors. Estranged from her fam-ily for years, the 88-year-old widow has much time to think about the preparation of a will, health-care directive and power of attorney in case her physical and/or mental health decline. A volunteer attorney visits her small apartment to discuss her life experiences, neighbors, the cost of a cab ride to and from the health-care facility, the perceived wrongs by her family, and, eventually, the legal issue at hand. When the legal documents are complete, the attorney returns with a notary to get the documents executed so the widow can have peace of mind. 

Homeless	a	Hurdl
e	in	City	

Revitalization
“Miss Ann” has been on the streets for 15 years in 

Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi. Her age and 

declining physical and mental health force her to 

settle in Jackson, Miss., her last stop. She is tired. 

Her family long ago gave up on her. After failing 

to keep the rules for placement at a women’s 

facility, a local community agency contacts 

Mission First Legal Aid Office. Working with 

Southside Assembly of God Church, a volunteer 

attorney helps her complete the application for 

a safe, clean apartment at an affordable monthly 

rent. The relationship between the woman 

and the volunteer attorney does not end with 

the moving date. Each month, the volunteer 

takes “Miss Ann” to the bank, post office and 

grocery store, and to pay her cable television and 

telephone bills.  

Unexpected opportUnities, incredible impact
Continued from Page 11
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THINGS	I	HAVE	LEARNED
Slow	Down

Most attorneys are list makers. We have a plan. We are goal oriented. We 
have places to go, people to see and deadlines to meet. We want to be in 
control. While there is nothing wrong with making plans, we need to 
be receptive to unexpected opportunities that may disrupt self-imposed 
deadlines. There is value in savoring the mundane, the routine, the so-
called unimportant details of life. 

Recognize	Your	Sphere	of	Influence
Since becoming director of the Mission First Legal Aid Office, I am more 
aware of people — the cashier at Kroger, the housekeeper at the Marriott, 
the middle-aged man stocking shelves at Wal-Mart, the colleague 
struggling with a teen-ager. Our paths cross with many people who need 
an encouraging word or just an acknowledgment that they exist, that 
someone sees them, not just the uniform or role they have assumed. I 
challenge you to notice those around you. 

Live	in	the	Present
Do you have a cell phone, a pager, a Bluetooth, a BlackBerry? I understand 
why these devices are necessary for some people, but I encourage you to 
live in the present. Turn off the cell phone and pager when you are with 
your family. Nothing is more important than engaging with your spouse 
and children. 

Focus	on	the	Individual
The numbers are overwhelming. I have learned to focus on the individual 
I meet for the first time, the person I am helping navigate the legal system, 
or the volunteer I am training. Don’t let the statistics or the numbers 
overwhelm you into doing nothing.  

13

As attorneys, we are blessed with the intelligence, training, and sphere of influence to help those struggling under the weight of a legal issue they do not know how to resolve, and who do not have the resources to retain legal counsel. I challenge you to stand in the gap for our underserved neighbors. 

Patricia C. Gandy, J.D., is the director of the Mission First Legal Aid Office, in Jackson, Miss., which provides legal services and spiritual counsel to qualifying residents of the Jackson area. For more information, contact Patricia Gandy at Gandy@mc.edu or 601-608-0056.
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Center for Law & 
reLigious freedom

religious liberty
In the age of obama

By Gregory S. Baylor

How might President Barack 
Obama – and a Congress whose 
majorities share his party affilia-

tion – affect religious freedom? This article 
addresses three ways in which Obama is 
likely to affect religious liberty.

The faith-based Initiative
In 1996, Congress passed and President 

Bill Clinton signed welfare reform legis-
lation. The bill’s “charitable choice” provi-
sion made it easier for faith-based organi-
zations to serve the poor and needy with 
government funds. Specifically, it forbids 
the government from categorically exclud-
ing religious groups from welfare programs 
and from requiring them to abandon their 
religious identity in order to participate.

Soon after his inauguration, President 
George W. Bush launched his own faith-
based initiative. He created a White House 
Office of Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives, set up similar offices in federal 
agencies, and supported legislation de-
signed to add charitable-choice provisions 
to legislation governing other federal so-
cial service programs. Many in Congress 
opposed giving federal money to groups 
that preserved their religious character by 
drawing their leaders and employees from 
among those who shared their religious 
commitments, characterizing such prac-

tices as “discrimination.” Legislation stalled, 
and Bush implemented charitable choice 
in many cases through administrative ac-
tion.

During his presidential campaign, Sen. 
Obama set forth his views on the faith-
based initiative. He indicated that he fa-
vored government working with religious 
social service providers to meet social needs, 
referring favorably to Clinton’s signing of 
welfare reform legislation, and saying that 
it “opened the door for faith-based groups 
to play a role in a number of areas, includ-
ing helping people move from welfare to 
work.” More significantly, he declared that 
faith-based organizations receiving federal 
funds should not be allowed to consider 
religion in their personnel practices, some-
thing he labeled “discrimination.” Sen. 
Obama thus signaled his intention to de-
part from Clinton’s and Bush’s support for 
the freedom of religious employers to staff 
on a religious basis.

Within a month of his inauguration, 
Obama issued an executive order creating 
the White House Office of Faith-Based 
and Neighborhood Partnerships. The ex-
ecutive order articulates the administra-
tion’s commitment to working with faith-
based and neighborhood organizations 
on social problems, “while preserving our 
fundamental constitutional commitments 
guaranteeing the equal protection of the 
laws and the free exercise of religion and 
forbidding the establishment of religion.”

Obama’s executive order does not spe-
cifically address whether his administration 
will respect faith-based groups’ religious 
staffing freedoms. Instead, it gives the exec-

utive director of the faith-based office the 
power to “seek the opinion of the Attorney 
General on any constitutional and statuto-
ry questions involving existing or prospec-
tive programs and practices.” Many observ-
ers expected Obama to announce that the 
federal government would no longer allow 
religious employers receiving federal funds 
to “discriminate” on the basis of religion in 
employment.

The Employment 
Non-Discrimination act

Members of the 111th Congress will 
certainly introduce proposed legislation 
that would forbid discrimination in em-
ployment on the basis of “sexual orienta-
tion.” In previous Congresses, such legis-
lation has been labeled the “Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act,” or ENDA. It 
has usually sought to amend Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which bans 
employment discrimination on the basis of 
race, sex, religion and national origin.

Bans on “sexual orientation” discrimi-
nation often present religious liberty issues. 
Many religious traditions, including ortho-
dox Christianity, teach that homosexual 
behavior is immoral. Organizations with 
these religious views typically disapprove 
of conduct rather than “orientation” per se; 
in addition, they usually disapprove of all 
sexual intimacy outside the marriage of a 
man and a woman. Nonetheless, such or-
ganizations are typically deemed guilty of 
“sexual orientation discrimination” when 
they make personnel decisions based on 
these religious views.

To address this conflict with religious 
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freedom, past versions of ENDA exempted 
religious organizations from the proposed 
ban on sexual orientation discrimination. 
The version initially introduced in the 
110th Congress, however, appeared to be 
somewhat more limited. It categorically ex-
empted only those employers that “ha[ve] 
as [their] primary purpose religious ritual 
or worship or the teaching or spreading of 
religious doctrine or belief.” With respect 
to employers that did not fall within this 
categorical exemption, the ban on sexual 
orientation discrimination would not ap-
ply “with respect to the employment of 
individuals whose primary duties consist 
of teaching or spreading religious doctrine 
or belief, religious governance, supervision 
of a religious order, supervision of persons 
teaching or spreading religious doctrine or 
belief, or supervision or participation in re-
ligious ritual or worship.” There was an ad-
ditional, somewhat unclear provision that 
would have allowed religious employers to 
require employees in “similar positions” to 
conform to those religious tenets the em-
ployer declares to be significant.

It is highly likely that the 111th Congress 
will pass a version of ENDA. Obama has 
repeatedly indicated that he would sign it. 
The key question, therefore, concerns how 
the bill will treat religious employers. It is 
difficult to imagine that the next version of 
ENDA will not contain a religious exemp-
tion; the uncertainty lies in how broad that 
exemption will be. The effect of such a law 
on the free exercise of religion will turn on 
the scope of its exemption and on how it is 
enforced.

Judicial Nominations
Obama’s judicial nominations will likely 

have the greatest impact on religious liber-
ty. As this article goes to press, the president 
has nominated Judge Sonia Sotomayor 
to replace retiring Justice David Souter. 
Obama might have the opportunity to 
name one to three additional nominees to 
the high court. Of course, his nominations 
to the lower federal courts could eventu-

ally number in the hundreds.
It is reasonable to speculate that many 

of his nominees hold views and will issue 
decisions inconsistent with a proper under-
standing of religious freedom. Princeton 
professor Robert P. George writes that “[w]
hat Obama’s judicial nominees will have in 
common is a belief that judicial power may 
legitimately be used, and should be used 
to achieve left-liberal moral and political 
goals. George also argues that the practical 
realities that constrain action in the eco-
nomic and foreign policy realms will make 
it all the more likely that Obama will de-
liver to “the left, fully and without dilution, 
victory on the moral and cultural issues,” 
particularly through the courts.

It bears noting the Obama’s vice-
president is Joe Biden, who served on the 
Judiciary Committee throughout his Senate 
career. Among other things, Sen. Biden vot-
ed against Clarence Thomas, John Roberts 
and Samuel Alito. 
Sen. Obama himself 
voted against Roberts 
and Alito. All of these 
justices have issued 
decisions reflecting a 
proper understanding 
of religious freedom. 
One could plausibly 
predict that President 
Obama’s nominees 
will largely mirror 
the positions taken 
by Justices Stevens, 
Souter, Ginsburg and 
Breyer, all of whom 
more often than not 
issue decisions in 
church-state cases 
that contradict genu-
ine religious freedom.

conclusion
It is reasonable to 

be concerned about 
how religious liberty 
will fare during the 

Obama administration. Obama’s version of 
the faith-based initiative may not respect 
religious staffing freedoms. The version 
of ENDA he signs might not have an ad-
equate religious-employer exemption. And 
the judges he appoints might not embrace 
a proper understanding of church-state 
relations. Nonetheless, in a democratic re-
public, we citizens have the right – and the 
responsibility – to express our concerns 
to our elected representatives. Let us hope 
that supporters of religious freedom will 
make their views known to the president 
and the Congress over the next four years.

Gregory S. Baylor is director of the 
Center for Law & Religious Free-
dom, the advocacy division of the 
Christian Legal Society. He is a 
graduate of Dartmouth College and 

Duke Univertisy School of Law. He has been 
on the center’s staff since 1994.

‘Let us hope that supporters of reLiGious freedom
wiLL make their views known to the president and the

conGress over the next four years.’
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As a Christian Attorney, you have
significant influence in the lives of many
people. They look to you for guidance
and count on your wisdom in helping

them to make important decisions.

For Your Clients
As your clients age you may recog-

nize some who would benefit from the
lifecare services and amenities that
can be found at Shell Point. At Shell
Point residents can experience the
highest quality of life that their health
allows. This resort-style community
offers independent living, assisted liv-
ing, and even a five-star rated skilled
nursing facility staffed by knowledge-
able, caring medical and social serv-
ice professionals.
Shell Point’s Lifestyle with Lifecare

offers freedom, independence, and the
assurance of care when needed. Shell
Point is nationally accredited as a
quality retirement community with a
proven history of excellence.
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Mind and Spirit
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fellowship with friends. Plus, lifelong
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of satisfaction through participation in
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Discipleship and real Belief
By Michael P. Schutt 

Director, CLS Law Student Ministries

Now that exams are over, clerk-
ships are secured, and “summer-
ing” has begun, I find myself 

looking back at our year in ministry with 
law students. As I think about all the action 
— meetings, prayer times, retreats, confer-
ences, and 20,000 cups of coffee — I won-
der: What have we actually accomplished in 
their lives and on their campuses? It’s good 
to reflect, to decide where you went wrong 
and where you went right. As I daydream 
about what I wish we had done, it leads me 
to a more focused reflection on our mis-
sion. What is it that we ought to be doing in 
the lives of Christian law students and on 
their campuses across North America?

The short answer: making disciples. 
My prayer is that Law Student Ministries 
will both encourage law students to 
desire discipleship and enable them to make 
disciples. 

What does that involve?
Dallas Willard, in his important book, 

“The Divine Conspiracy,” identifies a key 
weakness plaguing most attempts at mak-
ing disciples. He also identifies a solution: 

“One of the greatest weaknesses in 
our teaching and leadership today is 
that we spend so much time trying to 
get people to do things good people 
are supposed to do, without changing 
what they really believe.

It doesn’t succeed very well, and 
that is the open secret of church life. 
We frankly need to do much less of 
this managing of action, and especially 
with young people. We need to con-
centrate on changing the minds of 
those we would reach and serve. What 
they do will certainly follow, as Jesus 
well understood and taught.”1

This is one of the great challenges in 
any discipleship ministry, and Law Student 
Ministries is no exception. If Willard is 
right, the most important thing we can do 
to help students encourage real disciple-
ship on campus is to start with real belief. 
If we really believe that following Christ is 
the greatest opportunity we can imagine, 
we will act like it.2 Therefore, our mission 
starts with changing minds.

Willard suggests that to change minds 
we must directly confront beliefs that hin-
der confidence in Jesus as master and help 
disciples understand that God’s love for 
them has no “catch” and no limit.3

But how can we do this? How are we to 
teach that God’s love has “no catch”? Who 
says it doesn’t? How do we know the dif-
ference between beliefs that oppose Christ 
as master and those that exalt him? How 
can we even know who God is or what he 
is like?

There is, of course, only one sure an-
swer: the Holy Scriptures.4 The best way 
to order our work in encouraging disciple-
ship, beginning with real belief, is to rely 
on God’s revelation of himself in Scripture. 
Law Student Ministries is committed to 

the authority of Scripture, and those who 
join us in this ministry have made the 
same commitment. In fact, members sign 
a statement of faith affirming the sources 
of real belief, beginning with the nature of 
God, the deity of Christ, the work of the 
Holy Spirit and the authority of the Bible. 
Because discipleship begins with real belief, 
it is good to begin there. 

Building on that foundation, however 
— by engaging the beliefs on campus that 
hinder confidence in Christ as master — is 
often difficult. While there is general open-
ness on campus to the honest exchange of 
ideas, it is always a challenge to overcome 
the cultural presuppositions imbedded in 
university life. Lately, for LSM, this chal-
lenge has taken shape around the standards 
of conduct for CLS members. While it is 
perhaps a bit ironic that a discussion about 
“standards of conduct” might illuminate 
our discussion about “changing minds,” I 
think it does. 

culture or Scripture?
About twice a semester, I receive cor-

respondence from students who object 
to certain portions of the standards. They 

Law student
ministries
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real belief — is the foundation on which to 
build true discipleship.

1 Dallas Willard, the divine ConspiraCy 307 
(Harper San Francisco 1998).

2  Id. at 292. As Willard explains, the man who found 
a treasure in the field wasn’t sweating over its cost 
(he went and sold everything he had, after all). 
The only thing he was sweating was whether he 
would “get the deal.” 

3  Id. at 30, 321. There is, of course, more that follows 
in Willard’s “curriculum,” including the training 
of our bodies through spiritual disciplines, but 
that is a topic for another day. 

4  See for example, Question 2 of the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism and its answer: “The Word of 
God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct 
us how we may glorify and enjoy him.”

‘our mission starts with chanGinG minds.’

than reason from the words of Scripture. 
Students today face severe and unprec-

edented cultural pressure to adapt their 
own sexual conduct — and ideas — to 
cultural rather than biblical norms. But as 
disciples we follow, as best we can, what the 
Scriptures say. Although we all fall short of 
that standard, as a community of appren-
tices we pick one another up when we fall, 
lead one another to repentance, and teach 
one another the truth in love. We know 
that we are part of a broken world, our-
selves broken and disordered people strug-
gling to make sense of our own limitations 
and selfishness. That makes it all the more 
important that we seek to live a standard 
based on God’s revelation rather than cul-
tural norms or peer pressure. 

It’s not just about sex. But we talk about 
sex — and sin and grace and repentance 
— not because we are committed to mi-
cromanaging others’ conduct, but because 
we are committed to the Scriptures as the 
source for right belief. And right belief — 

generally don’t write to ask that standards 
renouncing anger, theft, envy or drunk-
enness be abolished. Instead, it is usually 
about sex. They write to object to the CLS 
position that members and leaders should 
“abstain from acts of the sinful nature” and 
that those acts include all extra- and pre-
marital sex. 

The curious thing is that almost none 
of the correspondents write about actual 
sexual misconduct on the part of leaders 
or members. Instead, the objections to the 
standards are based on principle. Students 
worry, for example, that outsiders might be 
offended by the standards, or that CLS is 
wrong to call certain sexual activity “sin-
ful.” The criticism of the standards is more 
about the authority question than it is 
about sex. Who is able to say what is right 
and what is wrong? 

Which takes us back to the very heart 
of our discipleship ministry: Do we care 
what the Scriptures really teach, and do we 
really believe them to be the authority for 
our lives?

If Scripture really teaches that extra-
marital sexual activity is wrong — that it is 
among the sins that separate us from God 
— then it is not “loving” to deny that fact. 
Only where there is sin does it make sense 
to talk about the freeing power of grace. I 
am certainly in need of that grace, and it 
would be hypocrisy to claim that I do not 
sin. Yet I am also called to repent, and there 
are people who confront me when I do 
sin, so I can experience God’s forgiveness 
and grace. If I am afraid to tell others of 
God’s grace and the need for repentance, I 
am not loving them, but rather, I am con-
demning them. I would be hardhearted 
and cruel, knowing the truth, to let them 
live in bondage.

Yet I wonder how often the central 
questions are being asked on campus by 
disciples of Jesus. Do we really believe that 
Scripture is God’s revelation of himself? 
If so, are we asking what the Scripture re-
ally teaches about human sexuality? While 
the Scriptures most certainly speak of the 
unique role of our sexuality, I think that we 
often adopt our culture’s assumptions rather 

Michael P. Schutt is the director of the 
Christian Legal Society’s Institute for 
Christian Legal Studies and also is an 
associate professor at Regent Universi-
ty, where he has taught since 1993. He 
has written and taught on the relation-
ship of lawyers, faith and culture.

CLS law student members get 
together at a recent National 
Law Student Convention.
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Ifound Hal in his study on a late summer evening, when the early chill of fall was in the 

air. He was sitting in a deep red chair, facing the hearty flames of a fireplace. A soft, dim 

light flowed from the floor lamp over his shoulder. Two other lamps, on a table and a 

desk against opposite walls, helped illuminate the room. The study walls were floor to ceiling 

bookcases on every side, broken only by the entrance door, two west-facing windows with 

small panes, and the space where his desk was set into the bookcases between the windows. 

Like a condensed library in an English manor house or an expanded office of a university 

professor, bathed in the suffused orange of gentler light, it spoke as the dwelling of one who 

lived by words. Hal invited me to sit in the shallower and harder green chair across from him. 

Would he help me study and understand Deuteronomy? I had purchased some commentaries 

by various academics and others about the book, and I was willing to read them — in fact I 

had already begun to do so. But I wasn’t getting to the spiritual heart of the book, so I pressed 

my case with Hal.

He needed little persuasion. He didn’t have a lot of people to pastor anymore, he told me. 

It would be a joy to his heart to share what he could with me. He asked me to commit to 

meet with him regularly and to prepare for the meetings, not just by reading Deuteronomy but by reading background on it, 

studying it so we could talk at more than a superficial level. When I assured him I would, he reached for his Bible resting on a 

nearby table.

“Open your Bible to Deuteronomy and follow me while I read,” he said.

“Moses proclaimed to the Israelites all the Lord had commanded him concerning them … The Lord our God said to us 

at Horeb … Then, as the Lord our God commanded us … When the Lord heard what you said, he was angry and solemnly 

swore … Because of you the Lord became angry with me also and said … But the Lord said to me …” (1:3, 6, 19, 34, 37, 42).

“You see, Chris, that’s only the first chapter of Deuteronomy, and already the words you are reading have been given six 

times as the very words of God. You are not reading the great American novel. And this is not a ‘page turner’ to hold you 

breathless until the next fictional adventure. Rather, you have come onto holy ground, where the author of all that is — the 

only final and ultimate reality — has shared with you a glimpse of that reality. You are peering into God’s mind more surely 

than the scientist who studies the far reaches of the universe through images from great satellite-mounted telescopes, or one 

who teases from DNA molecules the secrets of the chemistry of being. And your author is about to take you on a journey that 

will carry you farther and reveal more to you than journeying to outer space on a rocket ship.

“Contemplate the term ‘word.’ The acts of creation occur as spoken word — ‘God said’ — let there be light, an expanse 

between the waters, dry ground, living creatures, man in our image. God reveals himself to humanity through both word 

and deed, but the deeds in turn are remembered and told and retold through the word. Word is communication, and 

communication is the essence of the triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. ‘Word’ expresses thought, logic, rationality, 

relationship, feeling and finally becomes the expression of God himself: ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.’ It is in this — the living Word — that holds all things together. Martin Luther wrote, ‘But 

to hear God is bliss, even if He were to sound out the same syllable all the time.’

“In your soul, you have sensed what ‘the words’ really are and are really about. You’re afraid to see God. You’re afraid to 

know him. That’s why you’re stuck in your journey. You aren’t the first, but you have this — few who read these words have 

any understanding of the Awesome Presence in which they stand. You have felt the fire and seen the cloud. Don’t turn back. 

Press on!”
It was enough for the evening. I was seized with awe and a dread. I thanked him for his words and fled into the night 

journey home. Hal had pried the scales a little bit loose from my eyes. I tried to see into the dark, beyond the short range 

of the headlights, all the while keeping my mind on worldly things enough to stay on the right side of the road and not be 

blinded by the oncoming masses of glass and steel.

excerpt

The Deuteronomy Project: 

A Journey Into the Mind of God

By Richard Couser

the christian lawyer  |  sUMMer 2009
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Richard Bates Couser died on 
September 23, 2008 after 
a valiant battle with brain 

cancer. He was 67 years old. Dick 
enjoyed a wonderful and fulfilling 
family life with Linda, his wife of 42 
years, their two children, Alison and 
Jonathan and their spouses, and seven 
grandchildren.

Dick loved God by serving people. 
He valued his relationships with 
his clients – fragile and wounded 
individuals, businesspeople trying to 
do what was sensible, religious or 
charitable organizations trying to 
make the world better or to spread 
God’s love. Dick solved problems. 
He never raised his voice. He rarely 
expressed his emotions with loud 
laughs or cries, but grinned or smiled 
easily with his eyes. He expected 
excellence from his coworkers and 
trusted, guided and treated respectfully 
younger colleagues who practiced 
with him. His ministry to Christian 
attorneys in New Hampshire is 
legend –  due to his inspiration and 
sheer energy Christian attorneys met 
regularly in Concord for prayer and 
Bible study, and each year statewide 
prayer breakfasts brought Christian 
attorneys together for encouragement. 
His last admonition to the local 
Concord fellowship of attorneys, in 
the midst of his battle with cancer, was 
for each of us to press deeply “to really 
know God, and to experience His 

love,” which the cancer – a dreaded 
enemy –  had nevertheless allowed 
him to do in a new and fresh way.

Dick grew up in Lebanon, N.H., 
and delivered newspapers as a boy in 
the cold New Hampshire winters. 
He rose to become an Eagle Scout, 
faithfully serving as a counselor, 
nature director and program director 
at Camp Carpenter in Manchester, 
N.H. He graduated from Phillips 
Exeter Academy in 1959, Yale College 
in 1963 and Stanford Law School 
in 1966, where he served as recent-
developments editor for the Stanford 
Law Review. He practiced law for 
38 years at Orr & Reno, and during 
his last four years at D’Amante 
Couser Steiner Pellerin, P.A., both in 
Concord, N.H.

Those who worked 
professionally with Dick 
saw him as a lion of a 
man, graceful, powerful 
and precise. Some 
people compared him 
to a Rolls Royce – turn 
him on to a case and 
just let him run. But 
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in MeMoriaM: richard BaTes couser
By Roy S. McCandless, Esq.

those who loved him associated him 
with the car he often drove – a well- 
traveled diesel Mercedes – a never-
failing vehicle of quality, style, power, 
soft leather and fine craftsmanship – 
with a canoe strapped to the top. 

He was a leader in the legal 
community, serving on the board of 
the Christian Legal Society for 10 
years, as secretary for two years (2002-
04), and as president for two years 
(1998-2000). His first book, “Ministry 
and the American Legal System,” a 
400-page, hardcover guide for pastors 
and church leaders, is still in print and 
finds increasing use in seminary classes. 

Dick served God through loving 
people. He helped organize a 
Concord branch of A Better Chance, 
a program that helps students from 
failing inner-city schools improve 
their opportunities for success through 
education. He served as president of 
Concord’s Rolfe & Rumford Home, 
a refuge for poor and needy children, 
as a board member and vice president 
for Mount Zion Christian School, 
and as a board member and treasurer 
of the New Hampshire Council of 
Churches. He touched many lives.

Dick loved Jesus and Deuteronomy. 
His second book, “The Deuteronomy 
Project: A Journey into the Mind of 
God” was published a few months 
before he died. In it, Dick paints a 
wonderful fictional story about a 
lawyer and the pastor who guides 
him into the awesome mystery and 
mind of God through the book of 
Deuteronomy. Reading it, one feels 
Dick’s heart warmly glow as he reveals 
the God whom he loved and served, 
and a faith that gave ground and 
meaning to all his work, his life and 
his relationships.

‘he Touched
Many liVes.’

CLS member Roy S. McCandless, a graduate of Harvard Law School, has practiced 
law since 1988. He tried cases and counseled clients with Richard Couser for more 
than12 years as his partner at New Hampshire law firms Orr & Reno, P.A., and 
D’Amante Couser Steiner Pellerin, P.A. McCandless and his wife, Susan, live in 
Concord, N.H., with their four children.
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Law students have frequently asked 
me, “How can you be a partner with 
a lawyer who is not a believer? Isn’t 

such a partnership contrary to Scripture? 
Do you believe in being ‘unequally yoked’ 
together with unbelievers?”  

Basic research on 1 Corinthians 6:14 
refers the reader to Moses: “Thou shalt 
not plow an ox and an ass together” 
(Deuteronomy 22:10); i.e., we should not 
help pull the wagon of unbelievers. Paul 

concludes in verse 17, “Wherefore come 
out from among them and be ye separate.”

In my youth, both my family and my 
church frequently referred to Paul’s words. 
Usually this passage is applied to mar-
riage, but a law partnership is also a close 
relationship. In fact, lawyers spend almost 
as much time with their partners as with 
their families. Running a partnership in-
volves important ethical issues: What kind 
of cases do we take? Do we argue as fairly 

as possible for the position of our clients? 
Do we make charitable contributions? Do 
we refuse representation of an important 
monied client who wants to come as close 
to illegality as possible? Do we make de-
mands on our associates that preclude a 
happy family life? How do we formulate 
our changes?

Analyzing the “unequally yoked’ passage 
requires considering the context, the times 
in which the admonition was given and 

EcclEsiatEs 1:9

Choosing a Partner
By George B. Newitt

Editor’s Note: When I took over as the editor in chief, I spent a good deal of time re-reading past issues of The Christian Lawyer
and CLS Quarterly magazines to get a feel for the history of CLS’ publications. In doing so, I discovered numerous articles that 
speak to us as cogently and clearly today as they did when they were first published. This regular new feature of The Christian 
Lawyer, simply called “Ecclesiastes 1:9,” offers new members the opportunity to gain wisdom from years past, while giving 
longtime members the opportunity to reread articles that may have impacted their lives many years ago. I hope you will enjoy 
these reprints as much as I have in choosing them. If you remember an article from days gone by that you believe can speak to us 
today the way it did back then, please let us know so we can consider it for future issues.



from which God has separated us. Now 
that we are light, will such a partnership 
compel us to hide under a bushel? While 
this possibility exists, we cannot ignore that 
Paul conformed to society without com-
promising the integrity of his faith or low-
ering his moral standards. If a partnership 
makes demands that require compromise, 
clearly that association is prohibited.

However, a partnership with those who 
disagree with our theology need not cause 
us to compromise our integrity or moral 
standards. I have had partners who do not 
share my Christian beliefs who are highly 
ethical, nonjudgmental and even support-
ive of my Christian witness. My position 
and authority as a partner were not diluted 
because I refused to participate in some ac-
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‘The key quesTion is wheTher esTablishing a law

parTnership wiTh an unbeliever causes us To parTicipaTe in

acTiviTies or decisions from which god has separaTed us.’

good common sense. Paul does not say 
specifically what he means by this expres-
sion. Common sense tells us that outside a 
monastery, avoiding interaction with un-
believers is impossible. As Bible commen-
tator Philip E. Hughes wrote, “It would 
be a serious mistake to conclude that Paul 
is here condemning all contact and inter-
course with non-Christians; isolation of 
this sort would, as he has previously writ-
ten (1 Corinthians 5:10), logically neces-
sitate departure from the world.”1

Unequally Yoked
Within our own families, there are un-

believers. Can we avoid being unequally 
yoked with our parents, our siblings? In 
his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
told wives who were yoked to unbeliev-
ing husbands to continue “to dwell with 
[them]” (7:13) and that in the homes of 
unbelievers it was permissible to eat meat 
offered to idols (10:27). Paul also indi-
cated that he had become all things to 
all men (9:22). Such contacts fulfill the 
Lord’s commission to go into the world 
and preach the gospel.

Certainly, then, it is possible to have 
day-to-day contact with unbelievers 
without becoming their partners. I be-
lieve the key to interpreting Paul’s com-
mand not to be “unequally yoked” lies in 
understanding the moral state of Corinth 
at the time. Corinth was a pagan city full 
of idolaters. It may be that Paul’s state-
ment about being all things to all men en-
couraged the Corinthian believers to en-
ter into unholy alliances, a situation that 
would prevent the church from flour-
ishing. Therefore, Paul warns the church 
to avoid participating in the world’s un-
cleanness, not in the world itself. “What 
agreement has the temple of God with 
idols” (2 Corinthians 6:16)? The gullible 
Corinthians, swayed by the false teachings 
of invaders and phonies, were returning to 
the evil yoke. To prevent them from car-
rying false gods and idols into God’s sanc-

tuary, Paul urged a clean break with idol 
worshippers. As Calvin observed, “when 
Paul says that the Christian has no portion 
with the unbeliever, he is not referring to 
food, clothing, estates, the sun and the air 
. . . but to those things which are peculiar 
to unbelievers from which the Lord has 
separated us.”2 Christian purity is a theme 
reiterated throughout the Old Testament. 
God ordered Israel to separate itself from 
the uncleanness of pagan life (Isaiah 52:11). 
Paul continues this theme as he admon-
ishes the Corinthians to be separate.

Conformity Without 
Compromise

The key question is whether establishing 
a law partnership with an unbeliever causes 
us to participate in activities or decisions Continued on Page 28
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Christian 
Legal Aid CLINICS

DELAWARE
Mission Legal Aid Clinic
Rev. Tom Laymon
Executive Director
(302) 652-8314  
tlaymon@sundaybreakfastmission.org

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Archdiocesan Legal Network 
Cardinal James Hickey Center
(202) 772-4324 

Washington, DC Christian 
Legal Aid 
APPA Ministry Center Clinic
James Quinn, Clinic Coordinator
info@christianlegalaid-dc.org

Central Union Mission Legal 
Aid Program
Brent McBurney, Clinic Coordinator
(703) 642-1070, ext. 3206
legalaid@clsnet.org

FLORIDA
CLS Pro Bono Project
Blane McCarthy, Director
(904) 391-0091 
bgm@bgmccarthy.com

Legal Ministries H.E.L.P., Inc.
Susan Ojeda, Director
(813) 654-0836 ext. 309
legalhelp@fbcministries.us

Miami Christian Legal Aid, Inc.
Andrea Fletcher, Client Coordinator
(305) 687-8577 
divine1love@gmail.com

CLS West Palm Beach County 
Legal Consultation Ministries
Sherri Renner, Director
(561) 624-5240 
rennerlaw@gmail.com

GEORGIA
Diakonia Christian Legal 
Services, Inc.
Jason Waymire, Director
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jcwaym@yahoo.com

*Georgia Justice Project
Douglas B. Ammar, 
Executive Director
(404) 827-0027
Doug@gjp.org

ILLINOIS
*Administer Justice
Bruce Strom, Executive Director
(847) 847-1100
bstrom@AdministerJustice.org

*Austin Circle Law Center
Gerry Nordgren
(773) 854-1610 
gpn1@juno.com

*Cabrini Green Legal Aid Clinic
Rob Acton, Executive Director
(312) 266-1345 
robacton@cgla.net

Micah Legal Aid Clinic
Suzy Choi & Grace Lim
(773) 463-6768 
www.micahlegalaid.com

INDIANA
*Neighborhood Christian 
Legal Clinic
Josh Abel, Executive Director
(317) 429-4131 
jabel@nclegalclinic.org

Notre Dame Legal Aid Clinic
Robert L. Jones, Jr., Director
Contact: Indiana Legal Services 
(574) 234-8121
Robert.L.Jones.220@nd.edu

KANSAS
Wichita Christian Legal Aid Clinic
Craig Shultz
(316) 269-2284
shultzlaw@veracom.net

The Zenas Project 
Scott Nehrbass, Director
(913) 498.2100  
snehrbass@foulston.com

MARYLAND
Legal Aid Ministry of 
Baltimore, Inc.
James McFaul, PA, Director
(410) 821-8395
Jvmcfaul@aol.com

Christian Legal Aid of 
Covenant Life Church
Christy Sullivan, Clinic Coordinator
(301) 869-2800 ext. 295
csullivan@covlife.org

MICHIGAN
Christian Legal Aid of Lansing
Jon E. Maire (Apr. –Oct.)
(517) 484-4424 (Jon)  
jemaire@earthlink.net
& David Gadaleto (Nov.– Mar.)
(517) 244-1107 (David)
gadaletolitigation@sbcglobal.net

Christian Legal Aid of 
Southeast Michigan
Douglas L. Toering, Director
(248) 269-2020
dltoering@aol.com

Christian Legal Aid of 
Southwest Michigan
Michael Willis
(269) 492-1040 
mjwillis@wwplc.com 

West Michigan Christian 
Legal Aid
Ron Foster 
(616) 667-2728
rfosteresq@aol.com

ARIZONA
Phoenix Christian Legal Aid
Steve Keist, Director 
(623) 937-9799 
skeist@keistlaw.com

Southern Arizona Chapter 
Christian Legal Aid Program
Jim Richardson, Director
(520) 694-4445 
jimmegrichardson@msn.com

CALIFORNIA
*Christian Legal Aid Office
Aurora Dawn Harris, President
Intake Line: (714) 769-7900 
help@christianlegalaidoffice.com

*Christian Legal Aid of 
Los Angeles
Sarah Na Olney, Executive Director
(323) 319-3559 
christianlegalaid@yahoo.com

*Pepperdine University 
Legal Aid Clinic 
Brittany S. Otey, Director
(213) 347-6300
Brittany.Stringfellow@pepperdine.edu

COLORADO
Christian Legal Clinic of 
Metro Denver
Jim Helfrich
(720) 214-2793 
jh@ghlawoffice.com

Ecumenical Christian Legal 
Services of Colorado Springs
Steve Ezell, Esq.
(719) 471-4511 
estevene@aol.com

*Justice and Mercy Legal 
Aid Clinic 
Steve Thompson, JAMLAC Director
(303) 839-5198 Ext. 5 
JAMLAC@comcast.net

* Staffed CLA clinics; others are all-volunteer clinics.
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MINNESOTA
Minneapolis Park Avenue 
Foundation Volunteer Lawyers 
Network Walk-in Legal Clinic
Colleen Beebe, Director
(615) 825-6863 (church) or 
(612) 341-3302 Ext. 114 (work)  
cbeebe@mnadvocates.org

Twin Cities Christian Legal Aid
Paul Baertschi, Director
(612) 337-5577
Information@tccla.org

MISSISSIPPI
*Mission First Legal Aid Office 
Patricia C. Gandy, Director
(601) 608-0056
gandy@mc.edu

MISSOURI
St. Louis Christian Legal Aid
Eugene Fahrenkrog, Jr.
(314) 725-9595
Fax: (314) 725-9597
gfahrenkrog@mvp.net
Donna Bradley
(314) 533-5400
jccadministrator@charter.net

NEW JERSEY
Christian Legal Aid Project 
of Elizabeth
Kirk Nelson, Director
(908) 289-6322
KNelson@kirknelsonesq.com

NEW MEXICO
New Mexico Christian 
Legal Aid, Inc.
Jim Roach, Director
(505) 243-4419
jr87102@yahoo.com
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NEW YORK
*Brooklyn Jubilee
Sandyha Reju Boyd
Executive Director
(718) 249-6359 
brooklynjubilee@brooklynjubilee.org

New York Christian Legal 
Services, Inc.
Karen Chang
(212) 953-6060 
nychristianlegalservices@gmail.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Christian Legal Society 
Exodus Project
Gideon Moore 
CLS Chapter President
Gideon.moore@wnhplaw.com

OKLAHOMA
*Trinity Legal Clinic of Oklahoma
Lynn Elliott, Director
(405) 359-0701 
lynn_elliott123@yahoo.com

Tulsa Christian Legal Clinic
Dan Sullivan, Director
(918) 583-8100 
Fax: (918) 583-8107
dsullivan@piercecouch.com

Tulsa University College of Law 
CLS Christian Legal Aid Clinic
Keith Bartsch, Director
(918) 582-8877 
kbartsch@ahn-law.com

PENNSYLVANIA
*Christian Legal Aid of Pittsburgh
Janet Goode, Director
(412) 622-0232 (client intake)
clapittsburgh@yahoo.com

North Philadelphia Christian 
Legal Aid Program
Pete Hileman, Director
(215)348-2088 
(Clients call: (215-329-5777)
phileman@dhdlaw.com

Philadelphia Christian Legal 
Aid Program
Dennis Abrams, Director
(610) 667-7511
dennis@lowabram.com

TENNESSEE
Chattanooga CLS Inner City 
Ministries Legal Aid Program
Steve Duggins, Esq.
(423) 899-3210
heartdug@aol.com

Murfreesboro Christian 
Legal Clinic
John T. Blankenship, Director
(615) 893-4160
john@blankenshiplawoffice.com

TEXAS
*Central Dallas Ministries L.A.W. 
(Legal Action Works) Center
Ken Koonce
(214) 827-1000, Ext. 21
kkoonce@cdm-hope.org

*Legal Aid Ministries Inc.
Jon Campbell
(214) 207-6542
jcampbell@legalaidministries.com

UTAH
Mountain View Legal Clinic
Gary O. McKean, Director
(801) 497-9340
gom.bowhunt@msn.com

VIRGINIA
Christian Legal Aid of 
Northern Virginia
Steve Clarke, Director
steveandtacye@yahoo.com

WASHINGTON
*Seattle Union Gospel Mission 
Legal Aid Clinic
David Mace, Director
(206) 682-4642
dmace@ugm.org

Union Gospel Mission of Spokane 
Christian Legal Aid Clinic
Greg Barclay, Coordinator 
(509) 535-8510
staff@eberlelawoffice.net

CLA INTERNATIONAL

KENYA
Christian Legal Education Aid 
and Research (CLEAR)
Kamotho Waiganjo, 
Convenor of CLEAR Nairobi
kclf_clearnairobi@yahoo.com

RWANDA
Association of Rwandan 
Lawyer of Hope
www.clearinternational.org

SOUTH AFRICA
Christian Lawyers Association 
of South Africa
Denise Woods, 
National Chairperson
cla@motcon.co.za

UGANDA
Uganda Christian Lawyers 
Fraternity
Steve Sanderson, Facilitator
ugclf@yahoo.co.uk

* Staffed CLA clinics; others are all-volunteer clinics.

‘wiThouT opporTuniTy on The parT of The poor To obTain experT

legal advice, iT is idle To Talk of equaliTy before The law.’
— charles evans hughes, former u.s. supreme courT JusTice and legal aid socieTy presidenT, 1917–1920







Applications are now being accepted for summer 2010. Accepted applicants receive a scholarship which covers tuition, airfare, lodging, and materials.
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