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Human tra�cking may be the new form, name, 
or skin of that old snake to which Frederick 

Douglass is referring. It is a small phrase with a lot 
of meaning. It summarily describes in two simple 
words some of the greatest crimes and inhumane acts 
going on around us, in our cities, and throughout the 
world. Human tra�cking is “slavery” of old, but with 
the modern-day ability to quickly transport many 
people across the world and the technology to feed 
the desires driving the industry.

Human tra�cking strips away the humanity of the 
victim, giving victims a sense of worthlessness, help-
lessness, and hopelessness. �e millions of victims 
of human tra�cking, the vast majority of whom are 
never rescued, either die in their circumstances or 
live with the scars of being someone else’s “product.”

�e statistics behind this crime are staggering. �ere 
are more than 27 million slaves in the world today – 
more than at any other time in history. It is a $32 bil-
lion dollar industry and is the second-largest source 

of income for international organized crime, behind 
drugs. Eighty percent of tra�cking victims are wom-
en and half are minors.

Lest we Americans think we are immune, over 
15,000 victims (men, women and children) are 
tra�cked into the United States each year. It is the 
second-fastest growing criminal industry in the U.S. 
And the average age of entry is 12. �e number of 
American children estimated to be at risk of sexual 
exploitation, including commercial sexual exploita-
tion, is 244,000.

�ankfully, the church is not silent.

One of the authors in this issue, Wendy Patrick, 
describes the people involved in human tra�cking 
as “those who earn their living marketing priceless 
goods – human beings – image bearers of God.” It is 
why she and so many other Christians are passionate 
and dedicated to stopping this horrible crime.

Churches and ministries across the world have en-
tered the fray to end human tra�cking. As Chris-
tians, we understand that life is precious, from con-
ception to natural death. And although the Christian 
Legal Society is not directly involved in the �ght 
against human tra�cking, many of those on the 
front lines are -- like Ms. Patrick – Christian lawyers 
making a di�erence.

Some call the faith-based push against human tra�ck-
ing the new “Christian abolitionist movement.” But 
it doesn’t really ma�er by what name it is called, it is 
time for us to push back, to prosecute and imprison 
those involved, and to do our part to bring it to an end.
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Steve McQueen, director of the Oscar-winning film 12 
Years a Slave, passionately dedicated his Academy Award 

“to all the people who have endured slavery and the 21 million 
people who still suffer slavery today.” This is not just the stuff 
of movies; modern day slavery is a sad reality across the world 
and here in the United States.

Modern day slavery is known as human trafficking. It includes 
forced labor as well as sex trafficking. Shockingly, it is the fast-
est growing criminal industry worldwide: with estimated prof-
its in excess of $30 billion per year, human trafficking is more 
profitable than the four biggest American sports industries—
the NFL, NBA, MLB and NHL—combined. It is estimated 
that over twenty million people worldwide are enslaved today, 
with the U.S. Department of State estimating that more than 
fourteen thousand people are trafficked to the U.S. each year. 
Given the covert nature of the crime and the fact that victims 
often do not self-identify, the true number of persons traf-
ficked each year is likely higher than these estimates.

Who is vulnerable to human trafficking? Everyone. This crime 
defies stereotypes and demographic divides. However, as with 
most forms of exploitation, it remains true that the economi-
cally disadvantaged, those suffering from difficult family cir-
cumstances or addiction issues, and undocumented foreign 
nationals are especially vulnerable prey to this industry. In this 
article, we will focus on the undocumented as a particularly 
high-risk population victimized by human trafficking.

Legal Background
The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 first crimi-
nalized human trafficking as a federal offense in the United 
States.1 It was enacted to prevent human trafficking overseas, 
to protect victims and help them rebuild their lives in the U.S., 
and to prosecute traffickers under federal penalties. Prior to 
2000, no comprehensive federal law existed to protect victims 
of trafficking or to prosecute their traffickers.

Under the current law, human trafficking is defined as sex traf-
ficking or labor trafficking:

Sex Trafficking: A commercial sex act induced by force, 
fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to 
perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age.

Labor Trafficking: The recruitment, harboring, 
transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for 
labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary 
servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.2

While these definitions appear straightforward, there are 
many common misconceptions about human trafficking.

1. Human trafficking does not require transportation: 
Though the word “trafficking” may connote movement or 
travel, there is no requirement that the victim of traffick-
ing be subjected to movement in order for trafficking to 
have occurred. Trafficking victims may or may not have 
been transported in furtherance of the crime.

2. Human trafficking differs in definition from human 
smuggling: Human smuggling is also a federal crime, but 
involves transportation of humans across country bor-
ders, and does not, like most forms of human trafficking, 
require a showing of fraud, coercion or force. Smuggling is 
a crime against established borders whereas trafficking is a 
crime against a person.

Human Trafficking does not discriminate as to citizenship 
or age: Children and adults, as well as U.S. citizens and non-
citizens (legal or otherwise) can be victims of human traffick-
ing under the federal law. There are legal remedies available to 
all types of victims. Specifically regarding the undocumented 
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or foreign nationals legally in the 
U.S., there are remedies available, 
through application for a T Visa 
(victims of human trafficking)3 
and/or U Visa (victims of violent 
crimes)4, or upon the application 
by federal law enforcement for the 
victim’s “continued presence4” in 
the U.S. in order to provide evi-
dence of the crime. Victims of traf-
ficking or of certain criminal activ-
ity who are granted a T or U Visa 
may also apply for some family 
members to join them in the U.S., 
or remain with them in the U.S. if 
the family members are also un-
documented or foreign nationals 
that face expiring visas.

3. Minor sex trafficking can be prosecuted in the absence 
of force, fraud or coercion: The TVPA defines anyone 
under the age of 18 involved in a commercial sex act as a 
victim of sex trafficking, based on the premise that they 
are not of age to consent to sex. Therefore, law enforce-
ment does not need to show force, fraud or coercion as an 
element of the crime, making minor sex trafficking cases 
significantly less complicated to prosecute.

4. Human Trafficking does not require evidence of the 
use of physical force: Proof of coercion or fraud can be 
sufficient to qualify a trafficking situation. Indeed, victims 
are most often controlled by psychological manipulation 
and fear instead of, or in addition to, the use of physical 
violence. Traffickers are adept at using fear of violence 
to victims or their loved ones as a means of controlling 
their behavior, and the federal law takes this reality into 
account by allowing coercion or fraud to suffice as proof 
of trafficking.

World Relief’s Efforts to Combat Human 
Trafficking
World Relief, the humanitarian arm of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals, exists to empower local churches to serve 
the most vulnerable. World Relief fulfills this mission by not 
only educating and training churches to offer ministries direct-
ed towards vulnerable populations, but also by determining 
best practices and programs that will serve the most vulnera-

ble in effective ways while offering 
an opportunity for those served to 
hear the Gospel.

World Relief applies a multi-di-
mensional approach to addressing 
human trafficking in the United 
States, through programs in aware-
ness training, coalition building 
and restorative service provision 
to survivors of trafficking. Local 
World Relief offices train churches 
to increase the awareness of traf-
ficking happening in their com-
munities, as well as how they can 
help identify potential victims. 
As churches and communities 
achieve a greater understanding of 

the issue, World Relief facilitates the formation of task forces 
comprised of law enforcement agencies, service providers, and 
community members to collaborate for an effective response. 
As victims are referred to the task force, World Relief collabo-
rates with law enforcement as well as mental health, medical, 
dental and legal services providers to provide comprehensive 
case management services to survivors of trafficking. World 
Relief ’s anti-trafficking work commenced in 2004, as an out-
growth of services to refugees, another vulnerable population 
of the foreign-born in the United States.

World Relief also combats human trafficking by legally address-
ing a victim’s immigration status. Many victims of trafficking are 
smuggled into this country and forced into compelled sex or 
labor situations upon arrival. In addition, undocumented indi-
viduals already in the U.S. are targets for traffickers, especially 
where economic circumstances are dire or family separation has 
occurred. Where these victims can be identified and removed 
from their captors, World Relief and other organizations can 
provide legal assistance so that the victims can, if they wish, stay 
in the U.S. under a U or T Visa. Having legal status provides 
these victims with legitimate pathways to employment, housing 
and health care. Legal status removes aspects of vulnerability 
that enable former victims to be more self-sustaining and less 
likely to be victimized by crimes like human trafficking.

What You Can Do
While the insidious human trafficking industry is vast and 
growing, we can stand against it and stand for the vulnerable. 

4

The Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 first 

criminalized human trafficking 
as a federal offense in the 

United States. It was enacted 
to prevent human trafficking 
overseas, to protect victims 
and help them rebuild their 

lives in the U.S., and to 
prosecute traffickers under 

federal penalties.



Here are some ways for you to help:

Look for victims, hidden in plain sight and report to 
1-888-3737-888:

 � Evidence of being controlled

 � Evidence of an inability to move or leave job

 � Bruises or other signs of battering

 � Fear or depression

 � Non-English speaking

 � Lack of passport, immigration or identification documen-
tation

 � Recently brought to this country from Eastern Europe, 
Asia, Latin America, Canada, Africa or India

Find out what’s being done in your community to combat 
trafficking: Start with contacting your local church to find out 
if it has a ministry outreach to trafficking victims. If your local 
church does not have a ministry, find out if there is a local task 
force or other service providers engaged in anti-trafficking. 
World Relief can assist with training materials, and can con-
nect local churches to outreach programs.

Volunteer your legal expertise: If you are familiar with im-
migration law and the process to apply for T and U Visas, and 
you would like to volunteer your services, World Relief can 
connect you to church-based legal service programs, World 
Relief field offices, and other non-profit organizations provid-
ing immigrant legal services and specifically T and U Visa as-
sistance.

If you are interested in expanding your legal expertise in immi-
gration law as an avenue for assistance, World Relief provides 
week-long intensive training in immigration law and focused 
training on assisting victims in applying for T and U Visas.

Learn more
 � Visit Slaveryfootprint.org to find out how we support 

slavery through our consumption.

 � Visit DHS Blue Campaign for training resources at www.
dhs.gov/end-human-traffiking.

 � Visit HHS Rescue and Restore Campaign for awareness 
and outreach materials: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/pro-
grams/orr/resource/about-rescue-restore.

 � Visit Polaris Project for updates on legislation by state at 
www.polarisproject.org.

 � Together, with the right awareness, educational tools and 

necessary legal support, the prevalence of modern day 
slavery can be reduced in vulnerable populations—we 
can all make a difference.

Amy Hewat is the US Anti-Trafficking Specialist for 

World Relief and Kathleen Leslie is the Director of 

World Relief’s Immigrant Legal Services Technical 

Unit. World Relief is a faith-based international re-

lief and development organization committed to 

serving the most vulnerable populations through 

the local church. The organization currently works 

on five continents, in some of the most impover-

ished areas of the world. In the United States, 

World Relief focuses on empowering local church-

es to serve the foreign-born, including providing resettlement and 

immigration legal services to refugees, asylees, parolees, victims of 

trafficking and other vulnerable immigrants in twenty-four cities 

around the country. For more information, please visit www.worl-

drelief.org.

ENDNOTES

1 22 U.S.C. § 7708 et seq. The Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
(TVPA) of 2000 was reauthorized and modified by the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) of 2003, 2005, 
2008 and 2011. 

2 C.F.R. § 214.11(a) (emphasis added). 

3 8 U.S.C. Title 8; Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) § 101(a)
(15)(T). In order to be eligible for the T nonimmigrant status, each 
applicant must demonstrate that he or she: is or has been a victim 
of a severe form of trafficking in persons; is physically present in 
the United States on account of human trafficking; has complied 
with any reasonable request for assistance in the investigation or 
prosecution of acts of trafficking in persons (if over 18); and would 
suffer extreme hardship involving unusual and severe harm if 
removed from the United States. 

4 INA §101(a)(15)(U). In order to be eligible for the U nonim-
migrant status, each applicant must demonstrate that she or he: 
has suffered substantial physical or mental abuse as a result of 
having been a victim of a qualifying criminal activity, possesses 
information concerning that criminal activity, and has been helpful, 
is being helpful, or is likely to be helpful in the investigation or 
prosecution of the crime. In addition, the criminal activity at issue 
must have violated U.S. laws.

5 U.S.C. § 7105(c)(3)(A)(i). “If a Federal law enforcement official 
files an application stating that an alien is a victim of a severe form 
of trafficking and may be a potential witness to such trafficking, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security may permit the alien to remain in 
the United States to facilitate the investigation and prosecution of 
those responsible for such crime.”
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Children of the Night is a privately funded non-pro�t organization 
established in 1979 and dedicated to rescuing America’s children from 
the ravages of prostitution. �e Children of the Night home is open to 
child prostitutes throughout the United States, and the Children of the 
Night hotline is ready and able to rescue these children 24 hours a day. 

An Interview with Dr. Lois Lee,  
Founder of Children of the Night

BY PHILIP LEWIS

Tell us about your organization and what your goals 
are with Children of the Night? 

Dr. Lee: Well, we have, and we have had, a 24-hour hotline since 
1977. We had a street program up until year 2000, and there was 
just too much shooting on the streets. We weren’t concerned 
about a pimp coming a�er us as much as we were concerned 
about picking up a stray bullet. 

… We have a home we opened in 1992, and it has an onsite 
school where our kids a�end school. We put �ve kids a year in 
college. Our kids compete in the LA County Science Fair against 
a thousand other students from public and private schools 
throughout Los Angeles County. We are very education-heavy. 
We have recreational activities for the kids every Friday, where 
they get to go to amusement parks and beaches and things like 
that. Saturday is their day of rest–they have their homework, 
they have their li�le headsets and stu�, and they get piano and 
singing lessons. And Sundays, those who want to go to church, 
go to church, and a�erward they all come to a private �eld and 
a so�ball, a Christian private �eld, actually, which is relevant be-
cause we don’t have to worry about weirdoes hanging out in the 
bathrooms or watching kids from the stands … 

And our cooks come out and do a private barbecue. So, we 
have lunch, sort of a family-style lunch, barbecue, and play 
some so�ball or kickball. Sometimes they just exercise, de-
pending on how many kids we have, but I like to get them out 
and run them around. 

�e number of children involved in prostitution has dropped 
dramatically since 2009. When we opened in 1992, we were 
running 300 children a year through here, and it was a 90-day 
program. A�er 2009, we were running eighty kids here through 
here, and we had lots of beds, so they could stay until they were 
eighteen—that has continued to be the trend. 

In 1981, the general accounting o�ce estimated there were 
600,000 children under the age of sixteen working as prostitutes 
in the United States. By 2009, there were 300,000. 

And, year 2000, the gang members took over the streets. And 
they started raping, robbing, and beating up prostitutes, and 
the pimps were powerless to protect them because pimps are 
basically wimps in the underground. Pimps use women to do 
the hard work and earn money, where a gang member will, 
you know, rob somebody … I mean, this is some gutsy stu�, 
crazy stu�. 

But the aggression level is, you know, really di�erent. So, chil-
dren now are dominated by gangs, who are not very o�en 
solely involved in prostitution. �ey may use these children to 
crawl into a residential home to steal things, computers, TVs, 
you know, radios, CD players, whatever they have. Or, they 
may have them do a li�le bit of … And/or, a li�le bit of pe�y 
the�, a li�le bit of dope transportation, selling, and a li�le bit 
of prostitution. �e same kid, except that she is not ge�ing out 
of the gang. And why would you prostitute, if you could rob 
houses, which is far more lucrative? And we have an epidemic 
of residential burglaries in the best neighborhoods you can 
imagine in Los Angeles County. 

So outside of the home, what e�orts and methods 
does your organization use to help continue to curb 
those numbers?

Dr. Lee: …I developed something called “Children of the 
Night WOW,” Children of the Night Without Walls, and what 
that provides is online GED education to homeless people on 
the streets throughout the United States. It doesn’t ma�er how 
old you are, it doesn’t ma�er whether you’re involved in prosti-
tution, and you can go in, and we have partnered with Goodwill, 
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and the National Runaway Safe Line, and we can actually, you 
know, go into … go out, and I have a program executive that 
travels for me, and goes out and talks to all these di�erent pro-
grams, and they bring kids into their Drop-In Centers or their 
street programs, we book them into a computer, and they can 
get their GED through a computer online with us, for free. 

And we provide all the support services, including testing fees, 
obtaining all of the identi�cation, registration that’s required, 
and even give them cab rides to the tests that day. 

We are also doing access to supplemental social security. �ere 
are people on the streets that are psychotic, and supplemental 
social security was developed for them, so they wouldn’t have 
to be on the streets, but they can’t get through the bureaucratic 
process. So we help them, we put them in … the other agencies 
will call us, going “We’ve got a girl who is seeing pink monkeys” 
and we’ll go, “Okay, let’s do a psychiatric hold on her,” and then 
we get the pet team to put her in the hospital. �ey can only 
hold her for 72 hours involuntarily, and then, we start the pa-
perwork process, the birth certi�cate, picture ID, social security 
card, and sometimes that information exists in various places. 
We coordinate that, we �ll out an application for social security 
on the internet, and then we have that person, that case manager 

that called us, transport the child to a social security o�ce for an 
interview that we have set up. 

�e third thing that I have done is go into global expansion. I was 
in Rome for a sabbatical, and I had asked the Vatican to introduce 
me to this nun who I consider the expert on international sex traf-
�cking, and she is. We became friends, and she started introduc-
ing me to other programs. �e Vatican started introducing me to a 
lot of their convents and all their other programs, and started talk-
ing about the convents. You know, I looked around, and I thought, 
“Gee, I mean the natural resource for working with kids involved 
in prostitution or sex tra�cking is a person that has commi�ed 
their life to helping the unfortunate,” and if you can �nd that, you 
can build a program around them. 

…And then I found another natural resource in London, a 
woman named Camila Batmanghelidjh, who is the founder, and 
president of Kids Company, who helps 36,000 children a year. 
And these are some of Britain’s poorest children, many born to 
immigrant women, and while they’re born with medical papers, 
they don’t have court papers, so now they’re teenagers and they 
can’t work, so they are forced into unconventional labor. 

Sex tra�cking organizations have o�en painted this picture of 
a blonde, blue-eyed girl, laying in her bed with her down com-
forter and a loving mom and dad in the other room watching 
TV, and the boogeyman reaches through the window and grabs 
or kidnaps her, and forces her into tra�cking. �at is NOT what 
happens! What happens is these children are o�entimes born 
to chaotic families who su�er from drug addiction, substance 
abuse, mental health issues, mental illness, and domestic vio-
lence. Police are always in and out of their house, someone is 
always going to jail, someone is always ge�ing beaten up, some-
one is ge�ing sexually abused, and they are traded for drugs 
among their own family members. Many of them are sexually 
abused before they can even walk. 

So they are living in these horrid conditions, and not supervised. 
If you are not going to supervise your two-year-old, why would 
you supervise your twelve-year-old, who’s on a bus bench in an 
area of town at a time of night where she shouldn’t be. Some 
guys pull up and say, “Hey, you want to go to a party?” And she 
ends up in full-time prostitution. So, that’s the pro�le. 

You know, these children, no program is going to be success-
ful with a child who has been a prostitute unless that program 
provides real-life alternatives, real-life answers. So you come 
in, you see a kid just like you, and you think, “Oh my God, 
she is graduating high school! Oh, that one’s going to college!  
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Almost thirty million people globally live as slaves, nearly 
half of which are in India alone.1 However, the girls en-

slaved in India, forced to work in brothels and debt bondage, 
are not all from India. Many have been imported from neigh-
boring Nepal—a small country that a�racts mountain climb-
ing tourists, blissfully unaware that tra�ckers work all around 
them, expanding the underground industry that is human traf-
�cking.

For many, Kathmandu, Nepal is associated with a trekker’s 
challenging ascent up the world’s highest mountain—Mt. 
Everest. Tourists �nd that the narrow and bustling streets of 
�amel—the tourist district of Kathmandu—cater to so-
journing trekkers. Yet this idyllic glimpse of Nepal di�ers vast-
ly from the day-to-day reality faced by most Nepalis. 

Nepal is situated between India and China, and while its land-
mass is only slightly bigger than the State of Arkansas,2 the 
total population amounts to more than thirty million.3 �e 
landscape of Nepal is mountainous with li�le infrastructure or 
industry outside of Kathmandu—a mere 17% of the popula-

tion lives in urban areas.4 Nepal ranks amongst the poorest and 
least developed countries in the world.5 Unfortunately, human 
tra�cking thrives in Nepal. 

According to the United Nations, “tra�cking in per-
sons” is de�ned as the recruitment, transportation, 
transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of 
the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 
abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power 
or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or re-
ceiving of payments or bene�ts to achieve the consent 
of a person having control over another person, for the 
purpose of exploitation.6 

India is estimated to have the highest number of enslaved per-
sons in the world—nearly ��een million.7 Many are aware of 
the egregious human rights violations of Nepal’s close neigh-
bor to the south, but fewer people know that Nepal ranks in 
the top �ve countries for prevalence of human tra�cking.8 It 
is commonly referred to as a “source country” as many Ne-
pali girls are tra�cked across the Nepal-India border—o�en 
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directly to an Indian brothel in Mumbai, New Delhi, or Cal-
cu�a.9 Sex-tra�cking is not, however, the only type of human 
tra�cking in Nepal. Nepal is also a source country for forced 
migration and labor tra�cking.10 UNICEF estimates that ap-
proximately 5,000 -7,000 Nepali girls are tra�cked across the 
border into India each year.11 As with many developing coun-
tries, human tra�cking �ourishes in Nepal, despite its illegal-
ity, due to lack of enforcement.12 

Tiny Hands International (THI)13 began its anti-tra�cking 
work in 2006. Currently, a number of organizations rescue 
girls out of brothels. Indeed, this work is critical. However, 
when girls are rescued out of brothels without successful pros-
ecution or the forced closure of the brothel, the brutal reality 
is that a space may simply be created for another girl to be traf-
�cked. For this reason, THI implements a di�erent strategy 
which includes closely monitoring the borders to prevent Ne-
pali girls from reaching India’s brothels. 

Nationals cross the Nepal-India border freely, without need-
ing to present passports or visas.14 As a result, border police 
lack the initiative to check for illegal activity, allowing tra�ck-
ers and their victims to easily move across the border. 

Tra�cking across the Nepal-India border is characterized by 
deception. Tra�ckers promise marriage, education, or em-
ployment opportunities to a population desperate to escape 
seemingly inescapable poverty. Urmila was one Nepali girl in 
such a situation who was later intercepted by THI. �is is how 
her story began:

I worked in a bread factory with my cousin. She talked 
about trying to �nd work outside Nepal. A man over-
heard us and approached me. He told me to consider 
going outside the country, too. He kept pressuring me 
to go, saying “It’ll be good for you. You don’t have any 
education. You can earn more outside Nepal.” I had 
to take care of my brothers. Both of my parents have 
passed away. So that’s when I had to compromise.15 

Tra�ckers target vulnerable girls and know where to �nd 
them. Unfortunately, girls in dire �nancial and familial situa-
tions may willingly accept tenuous or risky o�ers, and like Ur-
mila, they are more willing to compromise. 

THI currently monitors approximately twenty-�ve border 
crossings along the Nepal-India border. At each station, THI 
workers watch for suspicious activity, identifying possible traf-
�cking cases.16 Intercepts are made when THI employees de-
termine that girls have been tra�cked based on a questioning 

protocol designed to identify “red �ags” that indicate tra�ck-
ing may be occurring.17 

It costs THI approximately $100 USD to intercept one girl 
and prevent her from being tra�cked.18 Each girl that is inter-
cepted is escorted to a nearby safe house and interviewed. THI 
analyzes the data collected from each interception to learn 
more about the tra�ckers’ strategies and operations. Over the 
past few years, THI has been instrumental in the conviction of 
more than twenty tra�ckers.

As members of the legal community, we have a unique oppor-
tunity to impact our spheres of in�uence through education. 
Many people still do not realize the magnitude of the problem 
in places like Nepal—simply because they have never been 
told. Human tra�cking is a complex problem that requires a 
multi-faceted response by governments and anti-tra�cking 
organizations. �e critical �rst step for any e�ective strategy 
in �ghting human tra�cking is awareness. �is injustice must 
be exposed. 

THI refuses to allow human tra�cking to remain hidden. THI 
is expanding its impact along the Nepal-India border with in-
telligence led investigations, detailed evidence collection to 
build cases against tra�ckers, persistent follow-up with ongo-
ing prosecutions, and continued victim-centered care. THI 
has recently taken this border-monitoring model to Bangla-
desh, successfully intercepting a number of girls. Virtually any 
country can customize and employ this border-monitoring 
model along its own borders or transit points. In the future, 
THI is hopeful that this strategy might be used in many di�er-
ent locations and impact the lives of countless girls. 

Unfortunately, human tra�cking is present in virtually every 
country.19 �e statistics are daunting and, for many, can be par-
alyzing. Yet, for THI, human tra�cking is not a statistic—it is 
the names, faces, and stories of girls saved from slavery’s grip. It 
is the story of Urmila and many more young girls intercepted 
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by THI. Preventing even one girl from entering the confines 
of an Indian brothel—a life characterized by rape, torture, and 
violence—is powerful motivation to continue this vital work 
(even in the face of frequent threats from traffickers). Over the 
past few years, THI has been privileged to be able to intercept 
thousands of girls. One intercept at a time, THI confronts one 
of the world’s greatest injustices—human trafficking. 

Kirklin Schweitzer received his J.D. from Regent 

University School of Law. He currently works 

with Tiny Hands International in Kathmandu, 

Nepal. 
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SELLING 
PRICELESS 
GOODS

In beautiful downtown Pohang, South Korea, there is a dirty 
secret. One block o� the main drag, right next to the police 

station, there is a dark street with gli�ering lights . . . a street 
that comes alive at night. No signs advertise the merchandise 
displayed in these windows . . . it is obvious what is for sale.

Customers window-shop, inspecting the wares, sometimes 
stopping to inquire if there are any deals. I walked through 
the gli�ering street recently with a group of Christian law stu-
dents—although for a very di�erent reason. While customers 
were there to question the worth of the merchandise, our mis-
sion was to redeem it. As you have probably �gured out, the 
merchandise was women.

Balancing Grace and Justice for a Living
As a deputy district a�orney in the sex crimes and human traf-
�cking division of the San Diego District A�orney’s O�ce, I 

prosecute human tra�ckers for a living. At the same time, as an 
ordained minister, I also understand grace. What was I doing 
in the red light district of Pohang, South Korea? In connection 
with teaching a class on Human Tra�cking at Handong Inter-
national Law School, I accompanied a group of Christian law 
students who visit the red light district as a ministry, hoping to 
in�uence the women there to abandon their lifestyle and ac-
cept Jesus Christ. �ese women probably have not heard that 
as negatively as they view themselves, they are created in the 
image of God.

“God created human beings in his own 
image” (Genesis 1:27)
I have to admit that when we turned into the alley and I saw 
the �rst scantily clad woman striking a provocative pose in 
the window, teetering in heels so high she could barely bal-

WENDY L. PATRICK, J.D., M.DIV., PH.D.
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ance, image of God was not the first thought that came to 
mind. But the whole purpose for our visit was to convince 
these women that they are.

As we watched these precious souls preening in their mirrors, 
waiting for the next customer, we knew these women did not 
appreciate their status as image bearers of God (Gen. 9:6), 
made in His likeness ( James 3:9). We understood they had 
probably never heard of inward beauty (1 Peter 3:3-4) or mod-
est dress, knowing only about elaborate hairstyles, gold and 
pearls (cf. 1 Timothy 2:9).

One of the most disheartening questions of the evening was why 
more people don’t know (or care) that this activity is happening 
right in their own backyard. Many Pohang residents that work at 
the school didn’t even know their city had a red light district even 
though they had lived there most of their lives. Why not? That 
question is best addressed by examining the widespread misun-
derstanding of the law of human trafficking.

Misidentified and Misunderstood:  
The Law of Human Trafficking
The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA) de-
fines “severe forms of trafficking in persons’’ as “(A) sex traf-
ficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, 
or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such 
act has not attained 18 years of age; or (B) the recruitment, har-
boring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for 
labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion 
for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peon-
age, debt bondage, or slavery.”

The challenge with human trafficking cases is the tendency to 
blame the victims for their plight. While those of us in the busi-
ness of prosecuting human traffickers recognize the significant 
distinction between prostitution and victims of human traffick-
ing, the perception is often lost on the outside world.

Like the priest and the Levite in the Parable of the Good Sa-
maritan (Luke 10:30-32), most people would cross the street 
to avoid having to pass by a woman selling her body for sex 
and certainly would not condescend to engage such a person 
in conversation. Yet that was exactly what Jesus did (e.g. Luke 
7:36-50). This was precisely our mission in the Pohang red 
light district—to have conversations about the price Jesus paid 
for their soul, not conversations about the price customers pay 
for their body.

Modern Day Slavery: Invisible Chains
Unlike television depictions of human trafficking, victims do not 
always manifest obvious symptoms of their plight. Human traf-
ficking victims are bound by invisible chains. For some victims, 
these invisible chains are more constraining than physical chains 
because they are controlled through fear and emotion. Some are 
terrified to even think about attempting to escape their traffick-
ers, some are in love with their traffickers. I have seen both types. 
To make things even more difficult, victims who are emotionally 
attached to their traffickers are generally uncooperative with law 
enforcement, making these cases very hard to prove.

Where might you spot a human trafficking victim? Potentially 
anywhere. Sex trafficking victims work out of a variety of so-
cial establishments including hotels, nightclubs, and massage 
parlors, or even out of seemingly innocuous businesses such as 
nail salons and clothing stores. Labor trafficking victims might 
be serving your meal at a local restaurant, or slaving away be-
hind closed doors in that palatial home you always admire from 
the freeway on the way home. That is because human traffick-
ing really is a crime that, regardless of where you live, is happen-
ing right in your own backyard.

Knowledge is Power
The prevalence and insidious nature of human trafficking needs 
to be brought into the light and exposed for what it is. Sure 
we would rather not think this type of activity is going on in 
our own community, but failing to acknowledge its existence 
permits the practice to continue under the radar. Raising com-
munity awareness through forums, publications, open discus-
sions, and human trafficking coalitions can raise the profile of 
the scope of this problem, and facilitate partnerships that can 
work together on generating solutions.

Let’s get educated, connected, and motivated to make a differ-
ence. And don’t forget to include the priceless goods involved 
in this industry in your prayers.

CLS Member Wendy L. Patrick is a prosecutor in 

the Sex Crimes and Human Trafficking Division of 

the San Diego District Attorney’s Office, and co-

chair of the statewide California District Attor-

ney’s Association Human Trafficking Committee. 

She is also National Chief Instructor at the Nation-

al Law Center for Children and Families. She has a Ph.D. in Theology 

and is an ordained Baptist minister.
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Sheila is a neighbor and friend of Christian Legal Clinics 
of Philadelphia (CLCP). A�er years of frustration trying 

to �nd nursing work that would sustain herself and her �ve 
grandchildren, Sheila knew she needed to try to clean her 
criminal record.

With an expungement or redaction, certain arrest data and 
charges can be cleared from one’s record, helping many in their 
search for gainful employment. In the past two years, CLCP 
has o�ered expungement services to dozens of individuals 
at no cost. It’s one way we can help families in this struggling 
economy and show people the love of Christ.

Sheila’s life has not been easy. When she was pregnant with her 
�rst daughter, her husband was shot and paralyzed from the 
legs down. It was as she watched the nurse take care of her hus-
band on home visits that she realized she wanted to become a 
Certi�ed Nursing Assistant.

At �rst, Sheila found inconsistent work, but past charges on her 
record caused her employers to let her go, even a�er she had 

proved her reliability as an em-
ployee. Sheila’s search for work 
became even more desperate, 
as she took on custody of her 
grandchildren. Yet nearly ev-
ery employer she approached 
was turning her away on ac-
count of her record.

In the fall of 2012, she came to CLCP’s Expungement Clin-
ic in her North Philadelphia neighborhood looking for help.

Several months later, CLCP a�orney Ted Oswald called Sheila 
to let her know the expungement process was completed. She 
was elated! She resumed her search for work with con�dence. 
Since that time, Sheila has obtained two new nursing jobs with 
excellent employers. She says, “I’ve got so many jobs now! I 
don’t know which ones to choose!” She thanks God, and she 
thanks CLCP for their service.

To read more stories like Sheila’s, visit clcphila.org.

LEGAL AID TRANSFORMATIONS

Sheila’s Story: A Clean Start
BY KATHARINE OSWALD
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A�er a year of legal ba�les, Candy has her home back. In 
June 2012, Candy had packed to move from the row 

home in Hunting Park she had lived in for 30 years. She was 
75 years old and unable to go upstairs, so the prospect of mov-
ing from her �rst �oor apartment was very distressing for her. 
Plus, Candy was a pillar in the Hunting Park community. Her 
landlord had been forced to ask her to move by the District 
A�orney’s o�ce. A resident of her house had been arrested for 
selling drugs (activity which had taken place outside the home 
and of which Candy was completely unaware.) As a result, the 
DA’s o�ce �led a Petition to Forfeit the house. 

At a hearing where Candy and her landlord appeared without 
counsel, the DA chastised Candy and told her she was a bad in�u-
ence in the neighborhood! He threatened her landlord by telling 
her he was going to take her house unless she evicted Candy.  

Candy came to Christian Legal Clinics of Philadelphia’s (CLCP) 
Ayuda Legal Clinic in North Philadelphia anxious and fearful. 

We reviewed the situation 
with her. �e DA was adamant 
that Candy had to move out 
or he would move ahead with 
the forfeiture. But Candy’s landlord loved Candy and told us, 
“If you will �ght for me, I will risk losing my house for Candy.” 

A�er researching the law and �nding that the DA had no 
grounds for the Petition—there was no way he could prove 
that the landlord had knowledge of any drug activity) we 
wrote to the DA explaining why he should withdraw it. Earlier 
this year, we were able to call Candy and tell her she could stay. 
At �rst she didn’t believe us. We assured her that we would 
�ght and win for her. It was still another month before she be-
gan unpacking her boxes.

A�er so long a ba�le, Candy’s story �nally has a happy ending.

To read more stories like Candy’s, visit clcphila.org.

LEGAL AID TRANSFORMATIONS

Candy’s Story: Back at Home
BY PETER HILEMAN
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The Locust E¶ect: Why the End of 
Poverty Requires the End of Violence, 
by Gary A. Haugen with Victor Boutros 
(Oxford University Press, 2014)

REVIEW BY BYRON BORGER

One would be hard-pressed to suggest a more emotionally-
gripping book as this new one by Gary Haugen, the State 

Department lawyer turned human rights activist, founder of 
the extraordinarily important International Justice Mission 
(IJM). In my estimation, it was Mr. Haugen and IJM that almost 
single-handedly put sexual tra�cking and contemporary 
slavery on the radar of evangelical Christians, which, in turn, 
has helped make contemporary abolition work a cause célèbre. 
IJM really did help pave the way on this, both helping cement 
the renaissance of social concern happening within the young 
evangelical world, and awakening the world at large to the 
stunning statistics on the prevalence of contemporary slavery. 
�ere are many other important scholars/reporters (like Kevin 
Bales whose writing is invaluable) and e�ective organizations 
like the Salvation Army Initiative against sexual tra�cking, the 
respected legal aid ministry Advocates International, or Not 
for Sale—Alongside these and others, IJM is truly one of the 
preeminent faith-based human rights organizations �ghting 
systematic evil.

�ose who are looking to support an organization or learn 
more about this dreadful scourge on the planet, IJM is very 
highly regarded. It is wonderful to see a group that is so clearly 
gospel-centered and rooted in the evangelical tradition that is 
also u�erly respected as a major NGO in the global scene.

I myself �rst talked with Haugen many years ago—he had just 
come back from Rwanda and as I recall he was interested that 
an evangelical like me was involved with Amnesty Internation-
al. I have cha�ed with him since and have heard him several 
times over the years (at an international CLS event and at our 
Pi�sburgh Jubilee conference) and believe him to be one of the 
most inspired individuals I have ever met. His organization is 
serious, thoughtful, principled, and e�ective.

�e Locust E�ect reads very 
well and is truly riveting, but 
there are a lot of footnotes for 
those who want further docu-
mentation. For over 350 pages, 
he tells stories, explains the 
details of cases, and draws ex-
ceptionally important new 
insights. It is nothing short of 
remarkable.

�e book opens with three 
powerful case studies (in Peru, 
India and Kenya) of grotesque, 
systematic practices of failures to enforce 
laws against murder, rape, torture, and human slavery, remind-
ing us that this global crisis is not merely occasional, nor is it 
abstract. Haugen’s keen ability to tell gut-wrenching stories is 
helpful, showing us in deeply human terms exactly what is at 
stake. He and his co-author, Victor Boutros, (himself an inves-
tigator and prosecutor for the Department of Justice’s Human 
Tra�cking Prosecution Unit) teach us that this vulnerability to 
violence—the locust e�ect—is endemic to being poor. �ey 
do not mince words, insisting it is “catastrophically crushing 
the global poor.” �e ways in which violence causes poverty is 
what they explain in this book. And no one on the planet could 
do it be�er.

Haugen writes,

“�is plague of predatory violence is di�erent from 
other problems facing the poor; and so, the remedy 
to the locust e�ect must also be di�erent. In the lives 
of the poor, violence has the power to destroy every-
thing—and is unstopped by our other responses to 
their poverty.

Of course other things such as hunger and disease can 
wipe out everything, but, mostly, the world knows 
this. �ere are global responses; we are a�empting to 
address these other great needs by drilling wells, serv-
ing refugees, helping with crops, doing micro-�nanc-
ing, and such.”

Without Further Review: Book recommendations  
from the CLS community

Americans United for Life’s (AUL) vision is a nation in which 
all are welcomed in life and protected in law. Our legal team 
is the source of the life-affirming language and legislation 
that is transforming the legal landscape across the country 
and the architects of a comprehensive strategy advancing 
toward reversing Roe v. Wade.
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Interestingly, though, the near constant viola-
tion of law among the poor is hardly reported 
and not well understood. (Even readers who 
know much about economic development, 
world hunger or international law will learn 
much from this excellent, thorough book.) 
Just for instance, the esteemed “Millennium 
Development Goals” of the United Nations 
(affirmed strategically by many NGOs and 
world relief agencies of many church bodies) 
never mentions anything about the need for 
safety against predatory violence or the signifi-
cance of the rule of law.

But how to establish justice? How to create 
civil society with reasonable laws, reliable 
police, skilled, impartial judges? How can 
poor villages be resourced to enforce the laws 
against violence that may already be on the 
books in their states or provinces? How can we restrain the 
evil configurations of the powerful who abuse the helpless? “

To accomplish this, Haugen warns us, we will have to first 
“walk with them into the secret terror that lies beneath the 
surface of their poverty.”

He realizes that some of this is hard to take in. He writes,

We would ask you to decided to persevere through these 
first chapters as they take you, with some authentic trauma, 
through that darkness—because there is real hope on the oth-
er side. Later, not only will we discover together a fresh and 
tangible reminder from history of how diverse developing so-
cieties reversed spirals of chaotic violence and established lev-
els of safety and order once considered unimaginable, but we 
will also explore a number of concrete examples of real hope 
emerging today, including projects from IJM and other non-
governmental organizations . . .

It is a rare book indeed that can be so very riveting and yet so 
thoroughly researched, so beautifully humane and pragmati-
cally driven, so strong on astute analysis and yet so visionary 
about hopeful policy reforms and proposals. The stories in 
The Locust Effect will captivate you, the studies of the rise 
of coherent criminal justice systems will fascinate you, and 
the copious footnotes will take you into another world of 
study. (Haugen and his team have truly scoured the planet 
for best practices of securing legal protection for the vulner-

able and have an amazing grasp of the scholarly research on 
everything from police training to judicial reform to the legal 
foundations to anti-slavery efforts.)

As Moises Naim, former editor-in-chief of Foreign Policy ex-
claims, “This extraordinary book offers surprising and valu-
able insights about the nature and the drivers of the plague 
of violence that haunts the global poor, as well as smart ideas 
about how to tackle it. A must-read.”

Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ )has long proclaimed the need 
for strong and good laws, balancing human liberty and social 
justice, deeply aware of God’s desire for the common good, 
upheld in part by God-ordained, appropriate legal authority. 
Haugen takes our grand worldview and subsequent theories of 
a multi-dimensional view of the social order, made strong and 
safe by legitimate governance, and shows us why it all matters 
so very, very much. In some ways, this is the most important 
book I have read in a long time for those of us who ponder 
a proper view of politics, the role of the state, civil society 
and so forth. I don’t know if Gary reads the social theology 
of Abraham Kuyper (like some of us who write for Comment 
and CPJ do), but this has that kind of insight—that there are 
various culture spheres and different social institutions that 
must somehow work together. The state cannot do it all, but is 
plays a God-given role to justly wield its God’s given sword of 
authority. I cannot commend it with any greater enthusiasm. 
Mr. Haugen and Mr. Boutros and their IJM team deserve our 
appreciation and, more, our support.



Pascal’s Last Gamble, by Steve Oetting 
and Justin Oetting (Createspace 
Independent Publishing Platform, 2013)

REVIEW BY STACY TYLER

Legal thrillers are a dime a dozen these days, but as with 
most things, an increase in quantity means a decrease in 

quality, and even the most intrepid reader is hard-pressed to 
�nd anything in that section of the bookstore that isn’t either 
pure drivel or graphic sex and violence. For the reader hoping 
for a genuine storyline, and maybe even—gasp!—a li�le 
mental stimulation, the pickings are slim. Enter the father and 
son duo of Steve and Justin Oe�ing, who have wri�en Pascal’s 
Last Gamble, a genre-bending allegorical novel that serves up 
both in ample measure and leaves the reader asking for more.

Set in San Diego, the story follows the meteoric rise of a gi�ed 
prosecutor, Raj Pascal Rex, whose legendary trial skills are ri-
valed only by his ego. Rex has his eye on becoming the next 
District A�orney of America’s Finest City, and no one doubts 
he’ll pull it o�; Rex always gets what he wants. It seems that 
nothing can stop him. And then he meets Festus Green.

Green is nothing short of evil incarnate. Charged with the 
cold case murder of young Lucy Martin, Green manipulates 
the legal system be�er than the most skilled defense a�orney. 
As Green games the system, Rex is forced to decide to what 
lengths he will go to win.

As the trial quickly approaches, Rex struggles to maintain his 
failing relationship with his girlfriend, Grace. Like Green, she 

seems to test him at every opportunity. But Rex either ignores 
or is unable to understand what Grace wants from him. 

A modern day Candide, Rex does more than simply tend his 
gardens as he both skirmishes with Green and pursues Grace’s 
a�ections. Rex searches for faith in a world that allows people 
like Green to �ourish. But �rst Rex must come to terms with his 
arrogance—the very quality that has allowed him to succeed.

Readers with an intellectual bent will appreciate the allegori-
cal level of the story, and the philosophical references that are 
studded throughout like hidden gems; indeed, the title of the 
book itself is a nod to the seventeenth century mathematician 
and Christian philosopher Blaise Pascal, whose namesake 
“Wager” famously posited that belief in God simply makes 
logical sense. But even for those of us who managed no bet-
ter than a C in Philosophy 101, Pascal’s Last Gamble is a fast-
paced, engaging read about a subject we can all relate to: the 
search for faith, love and redemp-
tion in a secular world.

Author of the international thrill-
er, �e Source of All Good News, 
Steve uses his experience as a ca-
reer prosecutor to lend realism 
and credibility to this tale. Pas-
cal’s Last Gamble captures all the 
excitement and intrigue of a top-
notch legal drama, and will leave 
you with something to think 
about long a�er you have turned 
the last page. 
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Get support on 
your journey.

CLS members understand—and live—the struggle 
to love and serve God through the legal profession. 
To help guide, encourage, and support each journey, 
CLS offers a range of member benefits, including 
fellowship, service, advocacy, and resources. 

To learn more, visit www.clsnet.org.

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP

Join online at
www.clsnet.org/join

SUPPORT OTHER 
JOURNEYS 
Give now at 

www.clsnet.org/donate
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Your sta� hears an unexpected knock on closed o�ce doors. 
�ey hear shouting. When you arrive to sort things out, 

you are arrested. �at is hardly anyone’s idea of a great way 
to begin the New Year. But that is exactly what happened to 
Christian lawyer Lee Min Choon earlier this year.

On January 2, 2014, while conducting a routine inventory at 
the closed o�ces of the Bible Society of Malaysia (BSM) in 
Kuala Lumpur, the BSM sta� was suddenly interrupted by a 
loud banging on the glass doors and the shouting of 20 en-
forcement o�cers from the Jabatan Agama Islamic Selangor 
( JAIS), the Islamic religious authorities, demanding that they 
open the o�ce. �e sta� called in Lee, BSM’s President and 
board chairman, to clear things up. �e outcome of the inci-
dent was far from ordinary.

Why were Islamic authorities policing non-Muslims, 
and how did it come to this?

A Political Controversy Grows
Malaysia is a predominantly Muslim nation. A li�le less than 
ten percent of the population is Christian. �ose believers 
have, however, used the Bahasa (Malaysia’s o�cial language) 
word “Allah” to refer to the Christian God since 1629 in the 
Alkitab Bible. It has only been in the past seven years that ex-
tremist Muslim groups pushed to ban the use of “Allah” by 
non-Muslims. Many believe that the e�orts are mainly for po-
litical reasons.

�e controversy arose in 2007 when Home Minister Syed Ha-
mid Albar banned the Roman Catholic Church Malay version 
of a weekly periodical, “�e Herald,” from printing “Allah.” �e 
church challenged the ban in the courts. Lower courts ruled 
that non-Muslims were banned from using the word. In 2010, 
the High Court of Malaysia brie�y reversed the ban, resulting 
in mob violence against churches, temples and even a convent 
school.

In April 2011, the A�orney General and other federal ministers 
met with BSM President Lee and other evangelical Christian 
leaders to discuss the issue and came up with a 10-point solu-
tion. In that ruling by the federal government, BSM was allowed 
to continue to publish the Alkitab Bible for distribution without 
restrictions in East Malaysia, while for West Malaysia, the Bibles 
were required to have a cross and the words “penerbitan Chris-
tian” (Christian publication) on the cover. BSM made sure that 
all of its Bibles were fully compliant with the 10-point solution.

A Blow to Religious Freedom
Several Roman Catholic churches in Malaysia and “�e Her-
ald,” however, continued to use the word “Allah” in print and 
during services. �e legal case continued through the system 
and on October 14, 2013, in a blow to religious freedom, a 
Court of Appeal ruling deemed the use of the word “Allah” 
exclusive to Islam. In November, the Sultan of Selangor state 
took a further step, extending the ban to Bahasa-language Bi-
bles and churches, in clear contradiction to the government’s 
10-point solution. �e next logical step?—a raid on the BSM 
o�ces.

JAIS, the Islamic religious authorities, are granted power un-
der the Malaysian constitution to govern the a�airs of Muslim 
citizens. �ey do not, however, have jurisdiction to police the 
a�airs of non-Muslims. Until this year, they have not tried. �at 
all changed on January 2.
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ADVOCATES INTERNATIONAL

BY BRENT MCBURNEY

A Knock on the Door:  
How Life Together Strengthens 
Us for the Unexpected



The BSM offices were closed to the 
public during the holidays. Sinclair 
Wong, the office manager and his staff 
were conducting a year-end inventory. 
Shortly after 1 pm, 20 JAIS enforce-
ment officers showed up at the BSM 
offices, demanding entry and banging 
on the glass doors, and trying to force 
entry.

Wong called Lee who advised them to 
keep the doors closed until his arrival. 
What followed was unprecedented. 
The JAIS officers ransacked the office, 
seized 320 Malay and Iban Bibles, 
and arrested Lee and Wong. During 
the incident, Lee contacted friends 
to alert the press, and video-taped the 
actions of the JAIS officers.

“Right from law school, we were 
taught that Islamic authorities only 
have jurisdiction over Muslims. But 
when I saw this bunch of thugs trying to force their way in, 
seizing our property and arresting me, I was utterly shocked 
and surprised that something like this could happen in Malay-
sia,” Lee said.

After being released on bail, the two men were required to re-
port to the JAIS offices on January 10 to give statements. They 
returned on that date, but the seized Bibles were not released.

Life Together Leads to a Christ-like Response

As a lawyer, Lee Min Choon knew what his rights were, yet 
they were seemingly meaningless. “As a father who is a lawyer, 
I have been telling my two children to believe in the system 
and that our laws will protect them as long as they don’t do 
anything wrong, but all that can be thrown out the window 
now,” he told local reporters after the incident.

I asked Lee about that day and how he remained so calm. His 
response was a great encouragement.

When I was younger, an incident like this would have drawn a 
powerful reaction from me. I would rail against the authorities 
in press conferences and articles and use the legal process to 
decry the abuse of power. I was credited with arguing the first 
successful religious liberty litigation in 1988 in the Supreme 
Court. Since then, I had served the churches with legal advice 

and representation in court in various 
instances of infraction of their reli-
gious rights. I had the reputation of a 
fierce fighter for the Church.

When I was arrested, I felt angry. Who 
wouldn’t? But I thought of my posi-
tion as a lay church pastor, chairman 
of the country’s only Bible society 
and leader of the Christian lawyers. I 
asked a question which served me in 
good stead on many a tricky situation: 
“What would Jesus do?”

The answer was obvious. When I was 
released, a big group of reporters was 
waiting for me outside the gates of the 
police station. By God’s grace, I was 
able to contain my emotions and an-
swered the reporters’ questions with-
out invective. I called for Christians to 
remain calm, to demonstrate Chris-
tian virtues of love and forgiveness 

and to wait for the authorities to resolve this problem.

Having been put in a situation where the whole country was 
looking at me, I knew that there was a duty of me to show an 
example to Christians on how to respond to a situation of 
persecution. I could so easily lead Christians along the wrong 
path of hatred and retaliation. Years of fellowship with God’s 
people taught me about love, forgiveness and trusting God 
to work out His plans. Very important were my years of as-
sociation with Advocates International, the worldwide fellow-
ship of Christian lawyers. I remembered how Sam Ericsson, 
the late founder of AI, always telling us that he accomplished 
more with an open hand stretched out in friendship rather 
than a closed fist raised in anger.

Despite the unexpected nature of the raid, Lee remained calm, 
trusting in God. He maintained a Christ-like attitude through-
out the incident. Life together with other believers is one of the 
key reasons for Lee’s Christ-like response during the raid. As we 
in the West face further erosions of our own religious freedoms, 
our prayer is that we can learn from our brothers like Lee Min 
Choon if and when incidents like this become a reality.

Brent McBurney is the President and CEO of Advocates International. 

Visit the AI website at www.advocatesinternational.org to find out 

more about AI’s global impact. 
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ATTORNEY CHAPTERS

Connect with other CLS members in your area
ALABAMA
Birmingham
CLS Birmingham 
Mark Hogewood
mhogewood@wallacejordan.com

Mobile
CLS Mobile 
William Watts
bill@alabamatrial.com

ARIZONA
Phoenix
CLS Phoenix 
Tim Watson
twatson@gustlaw.com

Tucson
CLS Tucson 
Jim Richardson
jimmegrichardson@msn.com

CALIFORNIA
Los Angeles
CLS Los Angeles 
Bill Reichert
reichert@wellsfargo.com

Orange County
CLS Orange County 
Steve Meline
melinelaw2@yahoo.com

Inland Empire
CLS Inland Empire 
Maureen Muratore
mmlawyer@peoplepc.com

Sacramento
CLS Sacramento 
Steve Burlingham
steveb@gtblaw.com

San Diego
CLS San Diego 
David Hallett 
dhallett@buhalaw.com

San Fernando Valley
CLS San Fernando Valley 
Ben Jesudasson
ben@bjslaw�rm.com

San Francisco
CLS San Francisco 
Brian Barner
bbarner@asu.edu

San Joaquin Valley**
CLS San Joaquin Valley 
Matt Dildine
mdildine@daklaw.com

San Jose**
Phillip Maroc
phillipmaroc@gmail.com

West Los Angeles
CLS West L.A. 
Sarah Olney
sarah.olney@yahoo.com

COLORADO
Colorado Springs
CLS Colorado Springs 
Synthia Morris
synthiamorrisatty@gmail.com

Denver
CLS Metro Denver 
Shaun Pearman
shaun@pearmanlaw�rm.com

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
CLS DC Metro 
Paul Daebeler
pfdaebeler@verizon.net

FLORIDA
Jacksonville
CLS Jacksonville 
Hollyn Foster
hjfoster@sbnjax.com

Orlando
CLS Orlando 
Joshua Grosshans
jgrosshans@mateerharbert.com

Tampa
CLS Tampa
Joe Pippen
joe@attypip.com

West Palm Beach
CLS West Palm Beach 
Laura Mall
lmall@cdhanley.com

HAWAII
Honolulu
CLS Hawaii 
Mark Beatty
info@tbadk.com

ILLINOIS
Chicago
CLS Northern Illinois 
Sally Wagenmaker
swagenmaker@mosherlaw.com

KANSAS
Wichita
CLS of Wichita
Richard Stevens
rcstevens@martinpringle.com

LOUISIANA
New Orleans
CLS New Orleans 
Frank Bruno
frank@fabruno.com

MARYLAND
Baltimore
CLS Baltimore 
Matt Paavola
matt@myworkerscomplaw�rm.com

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston**
CLS Boston 
Brian Tobin
btobin@tobin.pro

MINNESOTA
Minneapolis
CLS of Minnesota
Ted Landwehr
tland@landwehrlaw.com

MISSISSIPPI
Jackson
Stephen Gri�n
P.O. Box 321371
Flowood, MS 39232
Phone: (601)969-7607
Email: sgri�n@danielcoker.com
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MISSOURI
Kansas City
CLS Kansas City 
Jesse Camacho
jcamacho@shb.com

St. Louis
CLS St. Louis 
Gary Drag
GaryDrag@sbcglobal.net

NEBRASKA
Lincoln 
Jefferson Downing
Keating O’Gara Law Firm
530 S 13th St, Ste 100
Lincoln, NE 68508
Phone: 402-475-8230
Email: jd@keatinglaw.com

NEVADA
Las Vegas**
David Ortiz 
davidortizlaw@yahoo.com

NEW YORK
New York City
Helen Respass
Sojitz Corp. of America
1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10036
Phone: (212) 704-6921
Email: tigersandbears@hotmail.com

New York City
CLS Metro New York 
Joe Ruta
jruta@lawnynj.com

Syracuse
CLS Central New York 
Ray Dague
rjdague@daguelaw.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Charlotte
CLS of Charlotte
David Redding
Phone: (704) 200-2056
Email: dredding@tisonreddinglaw.com

OHIO
Columbus
CLS of Central Ohio
Charlie Oellermann
coellermann@jonesday.com

Central Ohio
Dino Tsibouris
Tsibouris & Associates, LLC
1900 Polaris Pkwy, Suite 450
Columbus, OH 43240
Email: dino@tsibouris.com

Northeast Ohio
Rob Moore
Robert L. Moore, Esq. 
2778 SOM Center Road, Suite 201
Willoughby Hills, OH 44094 
Phone: (440) 951-3565
rob@robertlmooreesq.com

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City
CLS Oklahoma City 
Mike Tinney
okkidsdad@cox.net

OREGON
Salem
CLS of Oregon
Warren Foote
warren.foote@comcast.net

PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia/Delaware Valley
Ted Hoppe  
2 S Orange Street, Suite 215 
Santander Bank Building 
Media, PA 19063
Phone: 610-497-3579
thoppe@thoppelaw.com

Pittsburgh
CLS Western Pennsylvania 
Delia Bianchin
delia_bianchin@pennunited.com

TENNESSEE
Chattanooga
CLS Chattanooga 
Todd McCain
tmccain@ctandg.com

TEXAS
Austin
CLS Austin 
Steve Campos
scampos@thefowlerlawfirm.com

Dallas
CLS Dallas 
Tim O’Hare
tim@oharelawfirm.com

Houston
CLS Houston 
Genia Coleman-Lee gcolemanlee@
gmail.com

Houston
Stephen Moll 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP 
1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400
Houston, TX 77002
Phone: (713)276-5833
Email: smoll@gardere.com

San Antonio
CLS San Antonio 
Chad Olsen
chad@braychappell.com

VIRGINIA
Leesburg
CLS Leesburg 
Rob Showers
hrshowers@simmsshowerslaw.com

Leesburg
Mark Crowley 
19943 Ridgeside Rd 
Bluemont, VA 20135 
Phone: (540) 554-8727
Email: markvincentcrowley@earthlink.
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Richmond
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Brian Fraser
brian.r.fraser@gmail.com

WASHINGTON
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CLS Seattle 
Tom Rodda
trodda@elmlaw.com

**Chapters in the  
process of forming
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LIBERTY&
JUSTICE

2014 CLS National Conference

October 2-5    Boston MA

DR. ROBERT GEORGE ANDY CROUCH RUSSELL D. MOORE JOHN STONESTREET

“Blessed Are They Who Maintain Justice” Psalm 106:3

FEATURED SPEAKERS

•	 LEGAL AID PRECONFERENCE
•	 RELIGIOUS LIBERTY PANEL DISCUSSION
•	 LAW STUDENT CONVENTION
•	 CLE CREDITS AVAILABLE
•	 INCREDIBLE ATTORNEY FELLOWSHIP
•	 HISTORIC SETTING

CONFERENCE HOTEL
Located just steps from iconic Boston Common, 
The Park Plaza Hotel & Towers will host the 
2014 CLS National Conference.  Book now and 
recieve the CLS Conference Group Rate.

EARLY BIRD RATE DEADLINE IS JULY 31
REGISTER TODAY AT CHRISTIANLAWYER.ORG


